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Goats Cruisin’ the ‘Burgh 

The Greater Pittsburgh GTO 

Car Club is an official chapter 

of the GTO Association of 

America (GTOAA).   

All members of the Greater 

Pittsburgh GTO Car Club must 

be members of the GTOAA. 

Officers 
President 

Tom Monzo, Jr. 
724-744-1947  

president@greaterpghgto.com 
 

Vice-President 
Roger Kral 

724-744-7898 
 

vice.president@greaterpghgto.com 
 

Treasurer 
John Owoc 

412-373-0325 
treasurer@greaterpghgto.com 

Secretary 
Cindy Reece 

724-331-3126 
secretary@greaterpghgto.com 
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We had a wet May, but at least many cars are out.  Hopefully 

you’ve had a chance to get out and enjoy a car show or cruise 

when the weather’s been cooperative, or better yet, had a 

chance to drive your GTO! 

This is the month of the GTOAA National Convention in 

Lawrenceburg, Indiana.  Several of our members are attending 

but I haven’t heard of anyone driving a GTO, maybe some will 

be trailered.  I wasn’t in the Club years ago when our members 

would organize a caravan and actually drive their cars to Columbus or Detroit for 

conventions or other events, which would have been a great adventure.  My “Street 

Legend” GTO isn’t ready for a 300 miles drive at the drop of a hat, it would have taken 

some preparation, and a drive to the nationals could have provided the motivation.  I’ve 

talked to people at the nationals who drove a lot further in their GTOs to get there; it’s 

great that they’ll drive them so far.  Their spirit is reflected on a sticker I saw on a car at 

the Victory Car Cruise a couple of weeks ago: If you see this car on a trailer, call 911, it’s 

been stolen! 

There are some great local and regional events on the schedule at carcruises.com, I’d like 

to see the Club get more into attending some of them.  Anyone in the Club can announce 

a plan to attend a cruise, or go somewhere, even if it’s at the last minute based on some 

good weather.  Just send an email to the Google Group, say something like “nice day for a 

drive, does anyone want to go to… “ and see if you can get some members to do 

something!  We should be driving the GTOs if we can, while we can.  I’m hoping to see 

some of you out there. 

The registration form for the Shriner Car Show that the Club supports is in the newsletter 

this month, and you can also download the form at the Syria Motor Corps website if you 

want to register in advance.  Even if you don’t want to show a car, we need volunteers. 

Ken Kasper’s leading the effort, contact Ken if you can help out, it’s for a good cause. 

If you’d like to submit your own articles, pictures, or news to share with your fellow Club 

members, if you have an event to promote, something for sale, or anything else, you 

know the drill… send your content to newsletter@greaterpghgto.com. 

Editor’s Corner 
By Jim Longo 

http://www.greaterpghgto.com
http://www.facebook.com/GreaterPghGTO
http://www.twitter.com/GreaterPghGTO
https://ovgto.com/2019-gtoaa-national-convention/
https://victorycarcruise.com/
http://carcruises.com/select_cruise.asp
http://www.syriamotorcorps.org/carshow.php
mailto:newsletter@greaterpghgto.com


 

www.greaterpghgto.com   www.facebook.com/GreaterPghGTO www.twitter.com/GreaterPghGTO  3 

Meeting minutes from the May 21, 2019 GPGTO meeting held at Ladles Restaurant 
in Springdale, PA.  Tom Monzo called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm.  12 
members were in attendance.  There are no new members since last month.  
Membership remains at 62 paid members.   
 
Officers’ Reports: 
Cindy Reece read the April meeting minutes.  A motion was made to accept the 
minutes by Roger Kral, seconded by Joe Barber. 
 
John Owoc read the Treasurer’s Report.  A motion to accept the report was made 
by Roger Kral , seconded by Jim Longo. 
 
Committee Reports: 
If anyone uses the services of any of the newsletter sponsors, Jim Longo would like 
some feedback to include in the newsletter.   Jim also said he will start recirculating 
the car of the month unless anyone has some new pictures. 
 
The Victory Church Summer Car Cruises, Wexford, start Friday, May 24.  There will 
not be a feature car schedule.  So we need to have a club night.  A survey will be 
sent for suggested dates. 
 
There are still openings for Kennywood days.  There is still room for one more car 
on June 30 and three cars on July 4.   Not only do you get a carload in free that day 
– you also get 4 free tickets to use any time until the end of the season.  Contact 
Cindy Reece to reserve your spot.  
  
Several members are going to the GTOAA Nationals in Lawrenceburg, IN from June 
26 through the 29. 
 
A pizza night will be scheduled for a Saturday night at the Norwin Car Cruise.   
 
There was nothing new to report on the September 14 picnic or Christmas Party on 
December 7. 

Meeting Minutes 
By Cindy Reece 
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http://www.facebook.com/GreaterPghGTO
http://www.twitter.com/GreaterPghGTO


 

www.greaterpghgto.com   www.facebook.com/GreaterPghGTO www.twitter.com/GreaterPghGTO  4 

The club store is open.  GTO merchandise makes great gifts.  Father’s day is coming 
June 16!  Contact Chris Sklenar at 412-678-8402. 
 
Old Business: 
Arrangements have been made for the June 18 meeting to be held at Somma’s, 
380 Rt 909, Verona.  Somma’s was recommended by a club member.   Cindy has 
made the reservation and plans to visit prior to the next meeting.  Ladle’s is a great 
place with a private room and great food but navigating the stairs to the second 
floor dining room is a challenge for several members.  It has been discussed and 
stated in several prior months’ minutes that we were looking for a venue that 
would accommodate those who can’t use the stairs.  Prior discussions were to 
alternate between Ladle’s and another location.  The club will decide if that’s 
feasible after trying Somma’s.  The subsequent discussion escalated into a heated, 
disruptive argument that resulted in a member's ejection from the meeting and 
the restaurant employees responding to intervene.  After assuring the employees 
that the incident would not recur the meeting was allowed to continue. 
 
Ken Kasper had flyers for the Shriner’s Car Cruise on August 18.  He will need help 
parking cars at the Shriner’s Car Cruise on August 18.  In addition he needs help on 
Saturday, August 17 to line the fields.  
 
New Business: 
Joe Barber has arranged for a guest speaker from POCI at the next meeting. 
 
On August 24/25, Arnold Pontiac, Houston, PA will sponsor a tour drive. More 
information to follow. 
 
Jimmy Mastroianni made the motion to adjourn the meeting, seconded by Roger 
Kral. 

Meeting Minutes (continued) 
By Cindy Reece 
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Officer’s Corner  
By Roger Kral 

Finally, the summer time weather has arrived and the cars are out!   

I want to share with all of you an experience I had with my son.  As a father, I was 

able to experience something both exciting and terrifying all at the same time.  This 

spring, I taught my son how to drive a 4speed muscle car.  I can tell you that feeling 

of no control from the passenger seat is horrifying. You know in your mind that he 

could wreck this car in a heartbeat but you have to be brave and teach him because 

no one makes standard cars anymore to teach with unless you buy a high 

performance sports car.  However, I was pleasantly surprised when he only stalled it 

once. He mastered the clutch on both the flat and the hills like he had been driving 

it for a long time.  At this point, I realized I had passed my love of cars down to my 

son. He is now hooked. 

  

As a matter of fact, I have come to realize that my son’s generation has a lot of 

interest and desire to own the muscle cars of our day, which makes me happy. The 

reason this makes me happy is because events like the one I just described are 

becoming few and far between. It is a comfort to know that there is a generation 

coming up behind us who 

will be carrying on this love 

for the GTOs and keeping 

them on the road. 

   

I taught my son how to 

drive my GTO so he could 

take it to the prom, or at 

least some of it, but the 

weather did not cooperate. 

On Prom day, I was able to 

meet up with the club 

http://www.greaterpghgto.com
http://www.facebook.com/GreaterPghGTO
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Officer’s Corner (continued) 

By Roger Kral 

President Tom Monzo so we 

could take the GTOs to the 

picture event and then back 

home before it rained.  Our 

sons begged us to bring the 

GTOs for the pictures. You 

can’t imagine how great this 

made us feel. All the kids 

wanted their pictures with 

the cars in the background. 

They created a great memory 

that day that only a few 

would ever have to share.   

 

 

Speaking of sharing, I want to share with you that we are moving this month’s 

meeting to a new location. We have seen over the past several months members 

coming back to the meetings and this is great to see. As shown on the Club Schedule, 

this month’s meeting will be held at Somma Pizza in Verona, a location that allows 

easier access for our members and eliminates the stairs.  So, please try to attend. I 

hope to see you there! 

http://www.greaterpghgto.com
http://www.facebook.com/GreaterPghGTO
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Member News 

Orvil & Shirley Osche - June 4 

Al and Diane Christian - June 21 

Alan and Pat Talenti - June 25 

New Members 

No new members this month 

Al Christian - June 1 

Traci Kral - June 1 

Ellen Moore - June 7 

Rhonda Vicker - June 8 

Dick Reardon - June 9 

Keith Kugler - June 15 

John Vansovich - June 17 

Pat Gunn - June 28 

Cheryl Monzo - June 29 

http://www.greaterpghgto.com
http://www.facebook.com/GreaterPghGTO
http://www.twitter.com/GreaterPghGTO


 

www.greaterpghgto.com   www.facebook.com/GreaterPghGTO www.twitter.com/GreaterPghGTO  8 

Other News 

Some GTO photos from the opening night of the Victory Car Cruise in Cranberry Township,  

around 8 GTOs total, along with a good number of other Pontiacs., including several 

Lemans, Firebirds, Trans Ams, and a Grand Prix.  Pontiac night has been merged into a 

“Pontiac, Buick, Olds and Cadillac night” on August 16, 2019. 

http://www.greaterpghgto.com
http://www.facebook.com/GreaterPghGTO
http://www.twitter.com/GreaterPghGTO
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Question of the Month 

By our members 

This month’s question:  When buying a new car, is buying an extended warranty is worth 

the money? Why or why not?  

 Hell no...all new cars have a warranty - Pete 

 "NO" not on a new car, in less you are driving a lot or are keeping the car for a long time. A 

used car is more of a gamble. What is the cost and what dose it cover, read the find print. My 

brother sold these policy to car dealer year ago and they covered very little. - Kirk McFarland 

 Not for me, I do my own maintenance, had some problems, steering rack and rust, and they 

said it wasn't covered under the 5/50000 warranty from the factory, paying more for an 

extended warranty seems like money for nothing. - Paul DiStefano 

 NO, I play the odds as the insurance companies do. I never buy an extended warranty on 

anything.  I figure in the end, statistically you will come out on top. - Steve Solomon 

 When I buy a new car I keep it until it is  totally dead so for me the extended warranty could be 

worth it – Anonymous 

 no on one hand but with today’s cars and all the electric stuff, yes - Jim M. 

 Extended warranties are expensive, but with all of the electronics in cars today's cars I think it's 

worth it. - Fred Mansfield 

 I just bought a new car and this time I did buy the extended warranty. It’s peace of mind for 6 

years and 100,000 miles. It’s really a personal choice, but my family attorney once told me, 

“When something goes wrong, you can never have enough insurance.” - Tom Monzo, Jr. 

 Yes, if you plan on keeping the vehicle for more than the warranty years.   Even if you don't 

purchase the warranty when you purchase the vehicle, you can purchase it before the 

warranty years expire.  It might be a little more and you'll have a deductible, but it is worth it.   

I learned from experience when my 2011 Cadillac engine blew up 6 months after the warranty 

expired and my husband insisted I get the extended policy. I got a whole new engine 

installedand cost me me $ 50.00 and I'm still driving it today.  WooHoo!!! - D's 69 GTO  

If you have questions you’d like to see in future Newsletters, submit your suggestions for future “Questions of the 

Month” by clicking here 

http://www.greaterpghgto.com
http://www.facebook.com/GreaterPghGTO
http://www.twitter.com/GreaterPghGTO
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1ih1qqfunv6IBAWB2vSiyfHGiB0ypNKFvvzoiDNNLgQ8/edit
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Car of the Month 

Click the link to visit our club store at:  

http://stores.customautoapparel.net/greater-pittsburgh-gto-club-apparel 

There is also a link from our website. 

We have polo shirts, denim shirts, sweatshirts, jackets,  

hats, license plates, and more!   

http://www.greaterpghgto.com
http://www.facebook.com/GreaterPghGTO
http://www.twitter.com/GreaterPghGTO
http://stores.customautoapparel.net/greater-pittsburgh-gto-club-apparel
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August 16, 2019 
Pontiac (also Buick, Olds, Cadillac) night 
Victory Car Cruise 
21150 Route 19 
Cranberry Township 
5:00 p.m.—9:00 p.m. 
 
August 18, 2019 
GTO Club-Sponsored Event 
Syria Shrine Car Show 
Cheswick PA 15024 
8:00 a.m.  - 3:00 p.m. 
 
August 20, 2019 
General Membership Meeting 
Location TBD 
6:00 PM Dinner—7:00 PM Meeting 
 
September 14, 2019 
GTO Club Picnic 
Maple Grove 
White Oak Park 
11:00 a.m.—? 
 
December 7, 2019 
Club Christmas Party 
Banquets Unlimited North Huntingdon 
6:00 p.m.— ?? 
 
 

Club Schedule 
Always check the calendar on our web site for the latest information about our schedule. 

Meetings and events will be added as they’re identified. 

SEASONAL WEEKLY CLUB CRUISES 
 New Norwin Hills Car Cruise, Saturday 

nights starting April 6th “until the snow 
flies” 

 Victory Car Cruise, Cranberry Township, 
2019 season— Fridays 5:00 p.m.—9:00 
p.m., May 24th—September 6th 

 
June 18, 2019 
General Membership Meeting 
Somma Pizza 
380 Route 909 
Verona, PA 15147 
6:00 PM Dinner—7:00 PM Meeting 
 
June 25-29, 2019 
GTOAA National Convention 
Lawrenceburg, IN 
 
June 30th & July 4th 2019 
Kennywood Days 
See Meeting Minutes for details 
 
July 16, 2019 
General Membership Meeting 
Ladles  Kitchen 
516 Pittsburgh Street 
Springdale PA 15144 
6:00 PM Dinner—7:00 PM Meeting 
 
August 2-4, 2019 
Ames Performance Pontiac Nationals 
Summit Raceway Park 
Norwalk, OH 

http://www.greaterpghgto.com
http://www.facebook.com/GreaterPghGTO
http://www.twitter.com/GreaterPghGTO
http://www.greaterpghgto.com/calendar/
http://www.sommapizza.com/
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We are looking for club tech advisors and meeting speakers.  Tech advisors 

can specialize in certain year(s) of GTOs or in some function related to our 

hobby (general mechanics, bodywork, etc.).  If you are interested in becoming 

a tech advisor or a speaker at one of our meetings, please contact any of the 

officers listed on the front of this newsletter.  Thank you. 

 
 
 
 
 

Wanted to Buy: Extra, unwanted or unused GTO or Pontiac parts, mechanical or body, 
that would be of interest to or usable by others reviving or restoring Pontiacs.  Also 
looking for signs, banners, and other auto-related collectibles.  Contact Joe Barber at 412-
974-0772. June 

 
For Sale: This original version of Eric White’s Illustrated Identification 
Guide is now available in very limited numbers.  Covers the years 1964 
- 1974 and 2004 model years.  More detailed information is available at  
 http://stores.customautoapparel.net/gtoaa-pontiac-gto-gt37-
illustrated-identification-guide/ If interested contact Chris Sklenar at 
412-678-8402 or gnx547@comcast.net. June 

Free member classified ads are for cars, parts or miscellaneous items.  50 word maximum per issue, 
photo optional.  Business or commercial ads are not free and will be placed as Sponsor Ads.  See Club 
Information page for details.  

Provide feedback on your experiences with our Sponsors by clicking here. 

http://www.greaterpghgto.com
http://www.facebook.com/GreaterPghGTO
http://www.twitter.com/GreaterPghGTO
http://stores.customautoapparel.net/gtoaa-pontiac-gto-gt37-illustrated-identification-guide/
http://stores.customautoapparel.net/gtoaa-pontiac-gto-gt37-illustrated-identification-guide/
mailto:gnx547@comcast.net
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeg4cp6v2T9j47g5-cmJeu3CqgspI86UqNq2fzHq5Y75NC2Cw/viewform?vc=0&c=0&w=1
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4102 Rt. 130 

Suite 3F 

Penn Township, PA 15642 

http://www.greaterpghgto.com
http://www.facebook.com/GreaterPghGTO
http://www.twitter.com/GreaterPghGTO
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For all your automotive needs. 

High quality automotive repair services at 

reasonable rates, with work guaranteed. 

 

22057 U.S. Rt. 19 

Perry Highway 

Zelienople, PA 16063 

P: 724-473-0851 

F: 724-473-0853 

B.Y_Automotive@Yahoo.com 

Family Owned & Operated 

Bill Yakin, Sr./Owner 

www.byautomotiverepair.com 

http://www.greaterpghgto.com
http://www.facebook.com/GreaterPghGTO
http://www.twitter.com/GreaterPghGTO
mailto:B.Y_Automotive@yahoo.com
http://www.byautomotiverepair.com/
http://www.facebook.com/byautomotivellc
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The one stop shop for 

All 
of your automotive needs 

Fort Pitt 
Classic Cars 

 Owned and operated by enthusiasts 

 Experience across most makes and models 

 Conveniently located in the tri-state area 

 Full service restoration shop 

 Extensive network of industry contacts and resources 

 Active list of customers looking to buy and sell 

 Capability to store and transport your vehicle 

1865 Main Street 

Sharpsburg PA 15215 

P: 412-781-2277 

info@fortpittclassiccars.com 

www.fortpittclassiccars.com 

http://www.greaterpghgto.com
http://www.facebook.com/GreaterPghGTO
http://www.twitter.com/GreaterPghGTO
mailto:info@fortpittclassiccars.com
http://fortpittclassiccars.com/
https://www.facebook.com/FortPittClassicCars/
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Bucky’s Automotive Repair 

 

 

 

 

 

800 Maple Avenue 

Wilmerding, PA 15148 

Brakes, Tires, Exhaust and Light Mechanical 

  

A Digital Marketing Agency that 

uses the latest marketing tactics, 

so that you can concentrate on 

your business.  

http://themathergroupllc.com 

http://www.greaterpghgto.com
http://www.facebook.com/GreaterPghGTO
http://www.twitter.com/GreaterPghGTO
http://themathergroupllc.com
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Greater Pittsburgh GTO Car Club Information  
 
The Greater Pittsburgh GTO Car Club was formed in 1998 and is an official chapter of the GTO Association of 
America.  Beginning 1/1/2015, we are a 100% GTOAA membership club, which means every member of our club 
must also be a member of the GTOAA.  The club welcomes any GTO enthusiast interested in the enjoyment, 
restoration, and preservation of the Pontiac GTO.  Ownership of a GTO is not required.   
 
Along with our beloved GTOs (old and new), our club members and their families love to get together at the various 
club functions and events held throughout the year.  Typical events include cruises, shows, picnics, parties, and 
more.  The excitement that the GTO brings is a wonderful experience and is only further enhanced by being a 
member of the Greater Pittsburgh GTO Car Club. 
 
We communicate through this newsletter, Goats Cruisin’ The ‘Burgh, our website, Facebook, and Twitter.  
 
Club meetings are the third Tuesday of every month at locations identified on the Club Schedule within the Club 
Newsletter.  Dinner starts at 6:00 and the meeting starts at 7:00. 
 
Membership dues are $45.00 per year and must be paid by December 15th of the previous year.  The $45 includes 
the $10 dues for our club and the $35 dues for the GTOAA.  
 

Address Change? 
 
Has your address, phone, or email recently changed?  Please notify the Club’s secretary at 
secretary@greaterpghgto.com.  This will help us keep you informed about the club.  Thank you. 
 

Membership Information 
 
Please see the Membership Application included in this newsletter. 

 

Advertising Guidelines and Sponsor Information 
 
Free member ads are for cars, parts or miscellaneous items.  50 word maximum per issue, photo optional (photos 
need to be 300-500 KB and are accepted via email only).  Ads run for three months unless renewed.  Business or 
commercial ads are not free and will be placed as Sponsor Ads; advertising rates and sizes are specified on the 
Sponsor Application included in this Newsletter.  Submissions are due by the 15th of the month to be included in 
the next issue. Once included in the Newsletter, it’s the member’s responsibility to provide notice of any desired 
modification or request that the ad be discontinued.  The officers reserve the right to refuse any advertisement that 
does not conform to the guidelines, or to which the Editor has reasons not to publish.  Acceptance of ads does not 
imply Club endorsement of any items, products, or services advertised.  
 

Website/Newsletter Content Needed 

If you have pictures of a recent event (cruise, fun run, etc.) and you would like to share them, please describe the 
event and send the pictures to webmaster@greaterpghgto.com or newsletter@greaterpghgto.com.  Submissions 
are due by the 15th of the month to be included in the next issue. 

http://www.greaterpghgto.com
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http://www.twitter.com/GreaterPghGTO
mailto:secretary@greaterpghgto.com
mailto:webmaster@greaterpghgto.com
mailto:newsletter@greaterpghgto.com


 

www.greaterpghgto.com   www.facebook.com/GreaterPghGTO www.twitter.com/GreaterPghGTO  20 

http://www.greaterpghgto.com
http://www.facebook.com/GreaterPghGTO
http://www.twitter.com/GreaterPghGTO


 

www.greaterpghgto.com   www.facebook.com/GreaterPghGTO www.twitter.com/GreaterPghGTO  21 

http://www.greaterpghgto.com
http://www.facebook.com/GreaterPghGTO
http://www.twitter.com/GreaterPghGTO

