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Editor’s Corner 
Jim Longo 

Summer’s coming up fast.  The GTOAA National Convention is 

in Springfield Illinois starting June 27th, and at least a few of 

our members are planning to attend.   In case anyone missed it, 

I published a survey to gauge interest in the events that are 

already on the Club calendar – Norwalk, Pontiac Night, the 

Shriner Cruise, the Picnic, and the Christmas Party.  Club 

members received an email with a link to the survey results.  

Hopefully we’ll be adding some other events over the course of 

the summer. 

Speaking of Pontiac Night at the Wexford Starlite Car Cruise, Northway Church confirmed 

that this is the final year for the cruise.  Word is that it will be moving to Victory Church in 

Cranberry Township, which also has a huge lot that can park around 1,200 cars. 

In this month’s Newsletter you’ll find the usual content, along with a few photos from the 

Gary Cave Open House held in Sabillasville, MD in early May.  Fifteen of our members 

made it there, including some members who live near Breezewood and don’t get an 

opportunity to attend too many Club events – it was great to meet them!  The weather 

was cold and wet, but the Open House was indoors in Gary’s massive garage, so the 

weather wasn’t too much of a problem.  Look for more photos to appear on the Club 

website in the near future. 

If you’d like to submit your car to the Newsletter as “car of the month”, send a photo.  We 

had been cycling through the same cars over and over, but now we’re using any good 

photos of member cars we have as long as they don’t show people or license plates. 

Happy 50th birthday to this month’s car on its June 29, 1967 invoice date. 

I received a suggestion that it’s good to have some car-related content in the Newsletter 

even when we don’t have a My GTO Story, so here are a couple of links to articles that you 

otherwise might not see.  One is a very interesting and comprehensive Guide to the 2004-

2006 GTO from digital magazine GM EFI; the other was suggested, an open letter to Car 

Show Trophy Hunters that has been floating around the web… it takes all kinds I guess!  

Click the underlined hypertext links if you’d like to read them. 

If you’d like to submit a My GTO Story, a classified ad, announcement or other content, 

please send an email to newsletter@greaterpghgto.com.    I hope to see you at an 

upcoming Club event!  

http://www.greaterpghgto.com
http://www.facebook.com/GreaterPghGTO
http://www.twitter.com/GreaterPghGTO
http://www.gm-efi.com/features/gm-efis-guide-to-the-2004-2006-pontiac-gto/
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http://www.stanceiseverything.com/2016/05/an-open-letter-to-car-show-trophy-hunters/
http://www.stanceiseverything.com/2016/05/an-open-letter-to-car-show-trophy-hunters/
mailto:newsletter@greaterpghgto.com
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Officer’s Corner 
By Roger Kral 

The Past, the Present and the Future 

As I took on this new role as Vice President, 

I have attended several meetings. I sit and I 

listen to the generations around the room. 

We have members who started this club 

and were there to see the GTO’s’ in the 

dealership showrooms. We have other 

members where they grew up in these cars 

and rode in them as kids and drove them as 

teenagers.  The knowledge in these 

meetings you can’t find in books and the 

devotion to the GTO and the club is 

amazing!  

The GTO is said to be the first muscle car 

and a timeless piece of history that carries 

on for generations.  For me, the GTO was 

the first muscle car I ever rode in. I 

remember it quite clearly. My buddy picked 

me up in his newly purchased high 

performance 68 GTO muscle car and we 

went out on the town. As we drove through 

the neighborhood, I could see the hood tach 

gauge moving with each shift of the gears. I 

remember the whine in the 4speed 

transmission with every shift as we slowly 

cruised through the neighborhood to the 

highway.  Once on the highway, my buddy 

Brian opened it up just a little and enough to 

put me back in my seat.  I will tell you, it 

made my day! We cruised up RT 22 into 

Monroeville looking for races like you now 

see Asian and the Farm Truck do on the TV 

show Street Outlaws.  We finally came up 

onto a 69 Camaro RS/SS convertible pace 

car and what a beautiful car. It was white 

with orange strips.  The kid had a built up 

350 in it with an automatic. We pull up to 

the light at the bottom of the hill heading up 

to the parkway. My friend Brian challenged 

him to race to the turnpike ramp overpass.  

Let me tell you as a passenger in this race, I 

had fear and excitement all wrapped up in 

one! The Camaro took the challenge. The 

light turned green and we were off. Tires 

smoking and 4 barrels open and “G” forces 

pushing you into the seat!  Wow, what an 

unbelievable rush!!! The GTO smoked that 

Camaro! It was not even close!  We spent 

the summer racing that car and rarely lost a 

race. I look back now and realize that I had 

no idea of what I had then. I was living in a 

time without cell phones and technology 

driven cars. A time when you worked for 

money during the week so you could buy 

performance mods to put in your car. You 

tested those performance mods on the 

streets on the weekends.  But most of all, I 

was living in a time that most kids today 

could only dream of and only experience it 

by watching it on TV or in movies.   

Today my life is very busy in a different way.  

My roles are coach for travel softball, driver 

http://www.greaterpghgto.com
http://www.facebook.com/GreaterPghGTO
http://www.twitter.com/GreaterPghGTO
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Officer’s Corner  
(continued from previous page) 

 

for two kids and both of my kid’s number 

one fan at their event s which are many. 

Unfortunately, I do not get to drive my 69 

GTO as much as I would like to or get to my 

club meetings or the local shows as I would 

like to because I love my kids more than my 

car and they are involved in everything.  As 

my grandmother used to say “time is short 

and you need to make the best of it before 

it is gone.  Enjoy your kids first and then 

make sure you have some fun for yourself 

once in awhile.” So I try to be involved in 

everything they do but when I get the 

chance I take the car out. I will take it out 

even if it is to drive it up the road and back.  

My kids have grown up in this car. I show 

my son how to fix it when I work on it. I 

realized something the other day. I realized 

that my kids and I share the same 

experience from the past to the present and 

it was the first ride in a muscle car. They are 

like me because my 69 GTO was the first 

muscle they ever rode in. I normally drive it 

like my buddy did nice and easy.  Every once 

in awhile, I would put the hammer down 

enough to give them that push in the seat 

feeling of the past. I see the excitement in 

their eyes.  

 

They both love my GTO and other GTO’s. 

Now my son at the age of 15 and his friends 

ask me to drive them in the GTO to different 

parties they are invited to so they could be 

the cool kids showing up in a GTO.  He 

wants to take it to his senior prom in two 

years. So now you have a new generation of 

teenagers wanting a GTO.  My daughter and 

her friend always ask me to take them to 

the car shows in it. The two girls both love 

the smell of the gas when I get on it. My 

daughter told me she wishes her room can 

smell like the GTO. It put a big smile on my 

face. I then realized that a new generation 

has started. Even though the GTO is over 40 

years old, it still affects all ages the same.  It 

makes me happy to see that they will 

choose a ride in a 40 year old car over 

playing on the playstation or their phones. 

It’s magical and everyone wants one! So 

there you have it. The present generation 

stills loves the GTO.   

The future is up to the next generation to 

keep the love of these cars alive so the first 

muscle car never gets forgotten and parked 

for good.  However more importantly, it is 

up to us to keep showing these cars at 

shows and teaching the next generation the 

present and future where and how it all 

started because we are truly the lucky ones 

to have lived through it all!!    

http://www.greaterpghgto.com
http://www.facebook.com/GreaterPghGTO
http://www.twitter.com/GreaterPghGTO
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Minutes for May 16, 2017 meeting held at 
Bob Evans Restaurant, Harmarville. 
 
Tom called the meeting to order. 
 
13 members were in attendance. 
 
We have 64 paid members as of this 
meeting. 
 
New members - Gary and Cecelia Godfrey 
    1969 GTO Coupe (Ram Air IV) 
 
Club store is now open.  The club store 
helps fund our club treasury.  Our club gets 
a percentage on anything sold.  Contact 
Chris Sklenar for anything you want to or-
der. 
 
Cheryl read minutes from previous meeting 
on April 18.  Motion to accept minutes by 
Pete Muro, seconded by John Owoc. 
 
Ken read treasurer's report.  Motion to ac-
cept by John Owoc, seconded by Steve Sol-
omon. 
 
Ron Sklenar won 50/50 drawing - $9.00 
 
Ron Sklenar said 15 members attended  the 
Gary Cave car show this year on May 6.  
Tom Monzo has lots of pictures and will put 
on website. 
 
2017 family picnic is scheduled for Septem-
ber 9th. 
 

Jim needs new GTO stories for the news-
letter. 
 
Thursday, June 15, the Shriner's are going to 
have a picnic for the club officers and the 
people who helped at last year's Shriner 
cruise. 
 
No one had any ideas for a new meeting 
place, so we will be keeping the meetings at 
Bob Evans in Harmarville. 
 
Local Cruises: 
 
Norwin Hills Shopping Center - Saturday 
nights 
 
Wexford Starlite Car Cruise, North Way 
Christian Community Church - Friday nights 
 
Norwin Elks cruise - Sunday, June 18th 
 
Kennywood dates for Americana Days.  We 
can take two cars in on Saturday, July 1, four 
cars on Sunday, July 2 and six cars on Tues-
day, July 4th.   
 
At the present time, we still have 2 spaces 
for July 1,  July 2  is filled and 1 space for Ju-
ly 4th.  Call or e-mail Cheryl if you are inter-
ested in any of these days.  Members will 
have first choice and if any spaces are left 
over, non-members can sign up to take their 
cars in to the park. 
 
Mark your calendars to attend Shriner's 
cruise on Sunday, August 20th.  Will need 

Meeting Minutes 
By Cheryl Kasper 

http://www.greaterpghgto.com
http://www.facebook.com/GreaterPghGTO
http://www.twitter.com/GreaterPghGTO
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your help to mark off parking spaces on Sat-
urday, August 19th and to park cars the day 
of the cruise.  Let Tom Monzo know if you 
can help.  Will be getting flyers to pass out 
regarding cruise.  Ken will have flyers.  If 
you're going to any cruises and can pass out 
flyers, see Ken. 
 
Christmas party - Chris Sklenar, chairperson 
- December 2nd at Banquets Unlimited, 
North Huntingdon.  Don Kunyak, an illusion-
ist, will be the entertainment.  More details 
to follow. 
 
Tom mentioned that the GTO Legend is re-
questing information on charitable events/

cruises.  We can let them know any cruises 
we hold or help with during the year. 
 
Seems to be no interest in having another 
GTOAA Nationals in Pittsburgh, so Tom will 
drop the discussions from the agenda. 
 
Motion to adjourn by Pete Muro, seconded 
by Gary Sklenar. 
 
Next meeting, Tuesday, June 20th at Bob 
Evans, Harmarville - Hope to see you there. 

Meeting Minutes 
(continued from previous page) 

http://www.greaterpghgto.com
http://www.facebook.com/GreaterPghGTO
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Gary Cave Open House—May 6, 2017 

A few pictures from the Gary Cave Open House in Maryland, where 15 of our members attended.  More 

pictures to come on the Club website! 

http://www.greaterpghgto.com
http://www.facebook.com/GreaterPghGTO
http://www.twitter.com/GreaterPghGTO
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Member News 

Orvil and Shirley Osche - June 4 

Al and Diane Christian - June 21 

Mike and Marleah - June 23 

Al and Pat Talenti - June 25 

New Members 

Gary and Cecelia Godfrey  - 1969 GTO 

Ram Air IV Coupe 

James and Judy Buskirk—1966 GTO 

Hardtop Coupe 

Al Christan - June 1 

Tracy Kral - June 1 

Cecelia Godfrey - June 6 

Ellen Moore - June 7 

Dick Reardon - June 9 

John Vansovich  - June 17 

Pat Gunn - June 28 

Cheryl Monzo - June 29 

 

http://www.greaterpghgto.com
http://www.facebook.com/GreaterPghGTO
http://www.twitter.com/GreaterPghGTO


 

www.greaterpghgto.com   www.facebook.com/GreaterPghGTO www.twitter.com/GreaterPghGTO  9 

Car of the Month 

Click the link to visit our club store at:  

http://stores.customautoapparel.net/greater-pittsburgh-gto-club-apparel 

There is also a link from our website. 

We have polo shirts, denim shirts, sweatshirts, jackets,  

hats, license plates, and more!   

http://www.greaterpghgto.com
http://www.facebook.com/GreaterPghGTO
http://www.twitter.com/GreaterPghGTO
http://stores.customautoapparel.net/greater-pittsburgh-gto-club-apparel
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SEASONAL WEEKLY CLUB CRUISES 
Every Friday Night 
Wexford Starlite Car Cruise 
Wexford PA 
 
Every Saturday Night 
Norwin Hills Shopping Center 
Irwin PA 
 
June 20, 2017 
General Membership Meeting 
Bob Evans Restaurant Harmarville 
6:00 PM Dinner—7:00 PM Meeting 
 
June 26—July 1, 2017 
GTOAA National Convention 
Springfield, IL 
 
August 4, 5, 6 2017 
Pontiac Nationals 
Summit Raceway Park 
Norwalk, OH 
 
August 18, 2017 
Pontiac Night 
Wexford Starlite Car Cruise 
12121 Perry Highway 
Wexford PA 

 
August 20, 2017 (rain or shine) 
Shriner Car Show 
Syria Shrine Center 
1877 Shriners Way 
Cheswick, PA 15024 
9:30 a.m.—4:30 p.m. 
 
September 9, 2017 
Club Picnic 
Maple Grove 
White Oak Park 
11:00 - ? 
 
December 2, 2017 
Club Christmas Party 
Banquets Unlimited  
North Huntingdon, PA 

 

Club Schedule 
Always check the calendar on our web site for the latest information about our schedule. 

Additional 2017 events will be added as they’re identified.  Additional meetings for 2017 will be 

added as soon as the new officers decide where/when they will be held. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.greaterpghgto.com
http://www.facebook.com/GreaterPghGTO
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We are looking for club tech advisors and meeting speakers.  Tech 

advisors can specialize in certain year(s) of GTOs or in some function 

related to our hobby (general mechanics, bodywork, etc.).  If you are 

interested in becoming a tech advisor or a speaker at one of our 

meetings, please contact any of the officers listed on the front of this 

newsletter.  Thank you. 

 
FOR SALE:  1970 Hood – REDUCED! Excellent condition - $200.  
Email John Owoc at je70goat@verizon.net. 
 
FOR SALE:  Set of 3 Tube exhaust headers for a Pontiac 400/455.  
Good condition - $50.00.  Email John Owoc at 
je70goat@verizon.net 

 
  

 

FOR SALE: 2016 Greater Pittsburgh GTO Club Ceramic Mugs, limited number 
available.  Cannot be shipped.  $4.00 each.  If interested contact Chris Sklenar at 
412-678-8402 or gnx547@comcast.net 

 

 
This original version of Eric White’s Illustrated Identification Guide is now 
available in very limited numbers.  If you are in the process of restoring a 
GTO or looking to purchase a GTO this book is a must have for identification 
purposes. It is a one stop shop for everything GTO. This book has 118 pages 
of information.  This book is used by the GTOAA in support of its annual 
judged concours event. Includes production numbers, weights & measures, 
assembly line codes, sales codes, casting numbers, drive train, decoding info 
for VIN. & Fisher Body data tag.  Also included are options and accessories 
numbers descriptions and prices, tune-up specs, and more. Covers the years 
1964 - 1974 and 2004 model years. If interested contact Chris Sklenar at 412
-678-8402 or gnx547@comcast.net 

Send any items for sale or wanted to newsletter@greaterpghgto.com.  Advertisements are free for club 
members but please limit the advertisements to GTO related items.  The officers reserve the right to re-
fuse any advertisement for any reason.  Submissions are due by the 15th of the month to be included in 
the next issue.  Once included in the Newsletter, it’s the member’s responsibility to provide notice of any 
desired modification or request that the advertisement be discontinued. 

http://www.greaterpghgto.com
http://www.facebook.com/GreaterPghGTO
http://www.twitter.com/GreaterPghGTO
mailto:je70goat@verizon.net
mailto:je70goat@verizon.net
mailto:gnx547@comcast.net
mailto:gnx547@comcast.net
mailto:newsletter@greaterpghgto.com
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www.geturgently.com 

http://www.greaterpghgto.com
http://www.facebook.com/GreaterPghGTO
http://www.twitter.com/GreaterPghGTO
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WARRIOR CONCRETE, WALLS & LANDSCAPING LLC 

On Facebook @Warrior Concrete, Walls & Landscaping 

Or on www.homeadvisor.com 

Contact: Marty Casper 

 

Bucky’s Automotive Repair 

 

 

 

 

 

800 Maple Avenue 

Wilmerding, PA 15148 

Brakes, Tires, Exhaust and Light Mechanical 

http://www.greaterpghgto.com
http://www.facebook.com/GreaterPghGTO
http://www.twitter.com/GreaterPghGTO
http://www.homeadvisor.com/rated.WarriorConcreteWalls.54770969.html
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Novak Chiropractic 

4102 Rt. 130 

Suite 3F 

Penn Township, PA 15642 

 

http://www.greaterpghgto.com
http://www.facebook.com/GreaterPghGTO
http://www.twitter.com/GreaterPghGTO
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The Letter below was sent by Denny Deal, GTOAA Chapter Coordinator, announcing two options to 
“cruise into” the GTOAA National Convention on Tuesday, June 27th, asking that we notify our member-
ship in case anyone is interested in participating. 
 
GTOAA Chapters: 
The Gateway and Heart of Illinois GTO Clubs have planned two historic Route 66 Cruise-Ins into the 2017 
GTOAA National Convention in Springfield, Illinois where your members will have the opportunity to travel 
along sections of the Mother Road, Route 66.  Both Cruise-Ins start at 9:00 am on Tuesday, June 27th and 
both will arrive in Springfield, Illinois Tuesday afternoon. 
    
Ken Braun and the Windy City Goats will begin in Bolingbrook, a suburb of Chicago and head south along 
historic Route 66 with stops in Dwight, Odell and Pontiac where cruisers can visit the Pontiac Oakland Mu-
seum.  After lunch in Chenoa you will cruise through Shirley, Atlanta with a stop at the Palms Café and then 
on into Springfield.  
 
Jeff Bond and Dan Jackson will begin the St. 
Louis Cruise In on the west side of the histor-
ic Chain of Rocks Bridge.  The Gateway GTO 
Club has arranged to have the bridge opened 
and allow you to drive your GTO or Pontiac 
across this piece of Route 66 history that 
opened in 1929 and closed in 1970.  Cruisers 
will continue north to Staunton and a visit to 
the Rabbit Hutch then on to the Turkey 
Tracks and a real section of the original brick 
Route 66.   
 
Please share this information with your 
members and let them know this is a FREE 
event except for lunch and any memorabilia 
you may want to purchase.  Bring your cam-
eras as there are many great photo opportu-
nities with your GTO or Pontiac in front of 
some historic Route 66 landmarks.  This is a 
once in a lifetime opportunity to experience 
what it was like to travel before there were 
interstates.  
 
For more information please contact:       
 
Chicago Cruise In from the North      
Ken Braun  gtoken2003@yahoo.com  630-730-4196 
 
St. Louis Cruise In from the South      
Jeff Bond  jbgto73@yahoo.com 618-772-0402 
Dan Jackson  dajalj@gmail.com  618-267-1760 

http://www.greaterpghgto.com
http://www.facebook.com/GreaterPghGTO
http://www.twitter.com/GreaterPghGTO
mailto:gtoken2003@yahoo.com
mailto:jbgto73@yahoo.com
mailto:dajalj@gmail.com
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Website/Newsletter Content Needed 

If you have pictures of a recent event (cruise, fun run, etc.) and you would like to share them, please describe the 
event and send the pictures to webmaster@greaterpghgto.com or newsletter@greaterpghgto.com.  Submissions 
are due by the 15th of the month to be included in the next issue. 

Membership Information 
 
Please see the Membership Application included in this newsletter. 

 
Sponsor Information 

 
Please see the Sponsor Application included in this newsletter. 
 

Advertising Guidelines  
 
Classified ads up to 50 words are free to members.  Add 10 cents per word for any ad over 50 words. Payment is 
due upon submission. Members need to update ads at 3 month intervals or ads will be dropped. Classified ads up to 
50 words for non-members are $5.00 per issue.  
 

Greater Pittsburgh GTO Car Club Information  
 
The Greater Pittsburgh GTO Car Club was formed in 1998 and is an official chapter of the GTO Association of 
America.  Beginning 1/1/2015, we are a 100% GTOAA membership club which means every member of our club 
must also be a member of the GTOAA.  The club welcomes any GTO enthusiast interested in the enjoyment, 
restoration, and preservation of the Pontiac GTO.  Ownership of a GTO is not required.   
 
Along with our beloved GTOs (old and new), our club members and their families love to get together at the various 
club functions and events held throughout the year.  Typical events include cruises, shows, picnics, parties, and 
more.  The excitement that the GTO brings is a wonderful experience and is only further enhanced by being a 
member of the Greater Pittsburgh GTO Car Club. 
 
We communicate through this newsletter, Goats Cruisin’ The ‘Burgh, our website, Facebook, and Twitter.  
 
Club meetings are the third Tuesday of every month at King’s Restaurant located at 5 Alpha Dr E, Pittsburgh, PA 
15238 (Harmarville).  Dinner starts at 6:00 and the meeting starts at 7:00. 
 
Membership dues are $45.00 per year and must be paid by 12/15 of the previous year.  The $45 includes the $10 
dues for our club and the $35 dues for the GTOAA.  
 

Address Change? 
 
Has your address, phone, or email recently changed?  Please notify Cheryl Kasper at secretary@greaterpghgto.com.  
This will help us keep you informed about the club.  Thank you. 

http://www.greaterpghgto.com
http://www.facebook.com/GreaterPghGTO
http://www.twitter.com/GreaterPghGTO
mailto:webmaster@greaterpghgto.com
mailto:newsletter@greaterpghgto.com
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