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Editor’s Corner 
Jim Longo 

Greetings members! It’s May and cruising season is revving up.  If 

you’ve read the May issue of The Legend, you may have caught 

Tom Szymczyk’s article about the unprecedented number of car 

cruises in his area, and how lucky we are to be in an era where 

there are cruises and shows virtually every night of the week.  

That seems to be true in our area too; look on carcruises.com 

and you’ll find a cruise somewhere every night; it’s just a 

question of whether you want to make the effort to get there. 

I’ve gone to two cruises, both at the Victory Church 

Cruise in Cranberry Township, which is very close to 

home.  Both times there were at least a few Pontiacs on 

hand, a couple of GTOs, Trans Ams, and LeMans.  

Hopefully you’re getting out to some local cruises too.   

Since I’m still new to the role of Newsletter Editor (this is 

my fifth edition) I still look at the themes of our 

Newsletters from prior years, and I also look at 

Newsletters from other clubs.  A common theme is the 

call for members to be more active, which is a nice idea, but that isn’t for everyone.  I’ve 

been in the Club for almost three years, I’ve attended most of the meetings and Club events, 

and I’d guess that I have NOT met more of our members than I’ve met. 

The Gary Cave Open House is May 6th, and some of our members are meeting in 

Breezewood that morning for breakfast before heading down, as described in the April 

meeting minutes.  This is reputed to be a collection of Pontiac cars, parts, and memorabilia 

that you don’t want to miss, and reportedly this is the last time this open house will be 

offered.  Depending on where you’re starting, it’s between 2-1/2 and 3-1/2 hours away. 

Since King’s Restaurant in Harmarville closed, last month’s Club meeting was held at the Bob 

Evans in Harmarville, where it will be held again in May.  In my opinion, Bob Evans has better 

food at the same prices, so that’s an improvement, but it doesn’t have a completely separate 

meeting room.  If anyone has suggestions for an alternative, please contact Tom Monzo or 

Cheryl Kasper.  

As always, if you’d like to submit a “My GTO Story”, a classified ad, announcement or other 

content, please send an email to newsletter@greaterpghgto.com.    I hope to see you at an 

upcoming Club event! 

http://www.greaterpghgto.com
http://www.facebook.com/GreaterPghGTO
http://www.twitter.com/GreaterPghGTO
carcruises.com
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Officer’s Corner 
By Tom Monzo 

GTO Memories and the Three Billy Goats 

Gruff 

Most of you know in my other life, other 

than being the Greater Pittsburgh GTO 

Club President, I am an elementary school 

teacher.  Just like one of our founding 

fathers, Jim Mastrioanni, I teach third 

grade.  From time to time, it’s easy to 

imagine life on the outside and I begin to 

reminisce about the good old days when I 

first bought my GTO.  The other day I was 

sitting at my desk while the students were 

working and I noticed the picture on my 

desk of three Pontiacs and myself.  When I 

was in my mid twenties, I owned a 1976 

Grand Prix, a 1965 GTO, and a 1987 Trans 

Am all at the same time.   

The students were reading the Three Billy 

Goats Gruff when I drifted off into the 

past.  Just like a modern day Geico 

commercial, I was transformed back in 

time to the mid 80’s and I was a part of 

that picture. 

The Grand Prix was my favorite car and still 

is, but the memory that came to mind was 

a race that took place on the 

Westinghouse Bridge in North Versailles.  

My friend Shaun Arvey and I were 

returning from the Pittsburgh World of 

Wheels Car Show where my GTO had just 

won an award.  Shaun was driving my 

Trans Am and I was driving my GTO.  We 

stopped at the red light before the bridge 

and I said to Shaun, “Light ‘em up, lets race 

across the bridge.”  (Ironically, the 

students had reached the part of the story 

where the three goats were about to pass 

over the bridge if they could outsmart the 

troll.)  The light turned green and the GTO 

leapt forward at an amazing pace.  I 

started looking into my rear view mirror 

and the Trans Am quickly faded away.  

When we reached the red light at 

McDonalds I asked Shaun, “Why didn’t you 

race me?”  He replied, “I had my foot into 

the water pump!”  The Trans Am was 

floored, but it couldn’t keep up.  We were 

both amazed that the GTO was that much 

faster than the Trans Am.  It wasn’t even 

close.  Then, on this cold January night, we 

http://www.greaterpghgto.com
http://www.facebook.com/GreaterPghGTO
http://www.twitter.com/GreaterPghGTO
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Officer’s Corner (continued) 

By Tom Monzo 

put both cars away and took the Grand 

Prix out for a ride.  We talked about the 

race and what a difference a few decades 

could make.  The Trans Am looked fast, but 

it was no competition for the old 60’s 

muscle. 

Oh yea, back to the kids.  One of them 

asked, “Mr. Monzo, where were you?”  I 

replied, “Sorry, I was in my happy place.”  

And then we discussed the Three Billy 

Goats Gruff and the fact that they made it 

over the bridge. 

As we recall fond memories of the past 

this Spring and begin getting ready for the 

car cruises, I wish all of our members a 

happy summer cruise season that will start 

with the Irwin Car Cruise, followed by a 

trip to the Gary Cave car collection and 

many more events to come.  Happy 

motoring! 

http://www.greaterpghgto.com
http://www.facebook.com/GreaterPghGTO
http://www.twitter.com/GreaterPghGTO
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Minutes for April 18, 2017 meeting held at 
Bob Evans Restaurant, Harmarville. 
 
Tom called the meeting to order. 
 
11 members were in attendance. 
 
We have 63 paid members as of this 
meeting. 
 
Club store is now open.  The club store helps 
fund our club treasury.  Our club gets a per-
centage on anything sold.  Contact Chris Skle-
nar for anything you want to order. 
 
2017 rosters were passed out at the meeting 
to anyone who hadn't already received one.  
If anyone's address, phone number or e-mail 
changes, please let Cheryl know so your in-
formation can be changed in our club data 
base and with the GTOAA so you don't miss 
any Legend magazines. 
 
Cheryl read minutes from previous meeting 
on March 21.  Motion to accept minutes by 
Jim Longo, seconded by Gary Sklenar. 
 
Ken read treasurer's report.  Motion to ac-
cept by Gary Sklenar, seconded by John 
Owoc. 
 
Jim Longo won 50/50 drawing - $5.50 
 
2017 family picnic is scheduled for Septem-
ber 9th. 
 
Jim needs new GTO stories for the news-
letter. 

 
Tom and Ken met with Shriner's about the 
car cruise on Sunday, August 20.  Tom Monzo 
is going to be the contact person for the 
cruise this year.  Thursday, June 15, the 
Shriner's are going to have a picnic for the 
club officers and the people who helped at 
last year's Shriner cruise.  More details to fol-
low. 
 
Ron Sklenar gave information about the Gary 
Cave car show this year on May 6.  The ad-
dress is 17411 Sunshine Trail, Sabillasville 
MD.  Show is from 9:00 - 4:00.  THIS IS THE 
VERY LAST YEAR FOR THIS SHOW.  If you 
were there two years ago, you know what a 
fantastic show this is.  This is the largest col-
lection of GTO's and memorabilia in the 
country.  There is no charge for this show.  
Food vendor on premises.  Call Ron if any 
questions.  If interested, meet @ Perkins in 
Breezewood @ 8:00 for breakfast and go to 
show as a group. 
 
Local shows - 
 
Downtown Irwin - Saturday, April 29.  Let Jim 
Mastroianni know if you will be attending be-
cause Jim gets to the cruise early and saves 
spots. 
 
Wexford Starlite Car Cruise, North Way Chris-
tian Community Church - first one I found on 
Car Cruises.com is Friday, May 26. 
 
Kennywood dates for Americana Days.  We 
can take two cars in on Saturday, July 1, four 
cars on Sunday, July 2 and six cars on Tues-

Meeting Minutes 
By Cheryl Kasper 

http://www.greaterpghgto.com
http://www.facebook.com/GreaterPghGTO
http://www.twitter.com/GreaterPghGTO
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day, July 4th.   
 
At the present time, we still have 2 spaces for 
July 1,  July 2  is filled and 1 space for July 
4th.  Call or e-mail Cheryl if you are interest-
ed in any of these days.  Members will have 
first choice and if any spaces are left over, 
non-members can sign up to take their cars 
in to the park. 
 
Christmas party - Chris Sklenar, chairperson - 
December 2nd at Banquets Unlimited, North 
Huntingdon.  Don Kunyak, an illusionist, will 
be the entertainment.  More details to fol-
low. 
 
Tom mentioned that the GTO Legend is re-
questing information on charitable events/
cruises.  We can let them know any cruises 
we hold or help with during the year. 
 
Our new business cards were received and 
passed out to members to try and increase 
our membership.  Ken has left over business 
cards.  If interested, he will have them at the 
meetings and car cruises. 
 
Please promote all our advertisers. 
 

Tom brought up looking for new ways to in-
crease our income for the club.  Does anyone 
have any ideas for sponsors for the club? 
 
Tom even brought up the idea of having the 
Nationals in Pittsburgh again.  Discussion fol-
lowed.  Jim Longo is going to send out ques-
tionnaire asking if anyone would be interest-
ed in having another GTOAA national event. 
 
Motion to adjourn meeting by Jim Mastroian-
ni, seconded by Pete Muro. 
 
May 16th meeting at Bob Evans, Harmarville. 
 

Meeting Minutes 
(continued from previous page) 

http://www.greaterpghgto.com
http://www.facebook.com/GreaterPghGTO
http://www.twitter.com/GreaterPghGTO
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Member News 

Bill & Patty Gilbert - May 6 

Glenn & Cathie Cannon - May 11 

William & Deanne Baker - May 26 

No new members this month. 

Cathie Cannon - May 2 

Ron Tvrdovsky - May 2 

Beverly George - May 12 

Mike Louttit - May 14 

Gerald Beal - May 24 

Roger Kral - May 29 

Other News 

Please keep Ron Gunn in your prayers.  Ron had open heart surgery on Monday, April 24th.  

He is doing well, but our thoughts and prayers can only help him in his recovery. 

http://www.greaterpghgto.com
http://www.facebook.com/GreaterPghGTO
http://www.twitter.com/GreaterPghGTO
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Car of the Month 

Click the link to visit our club store at:  

http://stores.customautoapparel.net/greater-pittsburgh-gto-club-apparel 

There is also a link from our website. 

We have polo shirts, denim shirts, sweatshirts, jackets,  

hats, license plates, and more!   

http://www.greaterpghgto.com
http://www.facebook.com/GreaterPghGTO
http://www.twitter.com/GreaterPghGTO
http://stores.customautoapparel.net/greater-pittsburgh-gto-club-apparel
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SEASONAL WEEKLY CLUB CRUISES 
Every Friday Night 
Wexford Starlite Car Cruise 
Wexford PA 
 
Every Saturday Night 
Norwin Hills Shopping Center 
Irwin PA 
 
May 6, 2017 
5th Annual Gary Cave’s Open House, Car Show & 
Swap Meet 
17411 Sunshine Trail 
Sabillasville MD 21780 
9:00 a.m.—4:00 p.m. 
The Largest Collection of GTOs on the East Coast 
 
May 16, 2017 
General Membership Meeting 
Bob Evans Restaurant Harmarville 
6:00 PM Dinner—7:00 PM Meeting 
 
June 20, 2017 
General Membership Meeting 
Location to be Announced 
6:00 PM Dinner—7:00 PM Meeting 
 
June 26—July 1, 2017 
GTOAA National Convention 
Springfield, IL 

 
August 4, 5, 6 2017 
Pontiac Nationals 
Summit Raceway Park 
Norwalk, OH 
 
August 20, 2017 
Shriner Car Show 
Syria Shrine Center 
1877 Shriners Way 
Cheswick, PA 15024 
9:30 a.m.—4:30 p.m. 
 
September 9, 2017 
Club Picnic 
Maple Grove 
White Oak Park 
11:00 - ? 
 
December 2, 2017 
Club Christmas Party 
Banquets Unlimited  
North Huntingdon, PA 

 

Club Schedule 
Always check the calendar on our web site for the latest information about our schedule. 

Additional 2017 events will be added as they’re identified.  Additional meetings for 2017 will be 

added as soon as the new officers decide where/when they will be held. 

http://www.greaterpghgto.com
http://www.facebook.com/GreaterPghGTO
http://www.twitter.com/GreaterPghGTO
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We are looking for club tech advisors and meeting speakers.  Tech 

advisors can specialize in certain year(s) of GTOs or in some function 

related to our hobby (general mechanics, bodywork, etc.).  If you are 

interested in becoming a tech advisor or a speaker at one of our 

meetings, please contact any of the officers listed on the front of this 

newsletter.  Thank you. 

 
FOR SALE:  1970 Hood – REDUCED! Excellent condition - $200.  
Email John Owoc at je70goat@verizon.net. 
 
FOR SALE:  Set of 3 Tube exhaust headers for a Pontiac 400/455.  
Good condition - $50.00.  Email John Owoc at 
je70goat@verizon.net 

 
  

 

 

FOR SALE: 2016 Greater Pittsburgh GTO Club Ceramic Mugs, limited number 
available.  Cannot be shipped.  $4.00 each.  If interested contact Chris Sklenar at 
412-678-8402 or gnx547@comcast.net 

 

 

Send any items for sale or wanted to newsletter@greaterpghgto.com.  Advertisements are free for club 
members but please limit the advertisements to GTO related items.  The officers reserve the right to re-
fuse any advertisement for any reason.  Submissions are due by the 15th of the month to be included in 
the next issue.  Once included in the Newsletter, it’s the member’s responsibility to provide notice of any 
desired modification or request that the advertisement be discontinued. 

http://www.greaterpghgto.com
http://www.facebook.com/GreaterPghGTO
http://www.twitter.com/GreaterPghGTO
mailto:je70goat@verizon.net
mailto:je70goat@verizon.net
mailto:gnx547@comcast.net
mailto:newsletter@greaterpghgto.com
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This original version of Eric White’s Illustrated Identification Guide is now available in very limited 
numbers.  Eric’s sister has reproduced them and made them available to us.  The future version being 
worked on by Eric with the 2005 and 2006 GTOs just before he passed has not been found, as his 
computer crashed just before he died and his sister has been unsuccessful in gaining access to his 
files.  So, all we have for now is the original version that he printed. If you are in the process of restoring 
a GTO or looking to purchase a GTO this book is a must have for identification purposes. It is a one stop 
shop for everything GTO. Get yours now while supplies last. This book has 118 pages of information. 
  
by Eric White, Wild About Cars Pontiac Brand Manager 
This book is used by the GTO Association of America in support of its annual judged concours event. 
Includes production numbers, weights & measures, assembly line codes, sales codes, casting numbers, 
drive train, decoding info for VIN. & Fisher Body data tag. 
 
Also included are options and accessories numbers descriptions and prices, tune-up specs, and more. 
Covers the years 1964 - 1974 and 2004 model years. 
 
If interested contact Chris Sklenar at 412-678-8402 or gnx547@comcast.net 

GTO Illustrated Identification Guide—Limited Availability 

http://www.greaterpghgto.com
http://www.facebook.com/GreaterPghGTO
http://www.twitter.com/GreaterPghGTO
mailto:gnx547@comcast.net
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www.geturgently.com 

http://www.greaterpghgto.com
http://www.facebook.com/GreaterPghGTO
http://www.twitter.com/GreaterPghGTO
http://www.geturgently.com
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WARRIOR CONCRETE, WALLS & LANDSCAPING LLC 

On Facebook @Warrior Concrete, Walls & Landscaping 

Or on www.homeadvisor.com 

Contact: Marty Casper 

 

Bucky’s Automotive Repair 

 

 

 

 

 

800 Maple Avenue 

Wilmerding, PA 15148 

Brakes, Tires, Exhaust and Light Mechanical 

http://www.greaterpghgto.com
http://www.facebook.com/GreaterPghGTO
http://www.twitter.com/GreaterPghGTO
http://www.homeadvisor.com/rated.WarriorConcreteWalls.54770969.html
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Novak Chiropractic 

4102 Rt. 130 

Suite 3F 

Penn Township, PA 15642 

 

http://www.greaterpghgto.com
http://www.facebook.com/GreaterPghGTO
http://www.twitter.com/GreaterPghGTO


 

www.greaterpghgto.com   www.facebook.com/GreaterPghGTO www.twitter.com/GreaterPghGTO  17 

 

http://www.greaterpghgto.com
http://www.facebook.com/GreaterPghGTO
http://www.twitter.com/GreaterPghGTO


 

www.greaterpghgto.com   www.facebook.com/GreaterPghGTO www.twitter.com/GreaterPghGTO  18 

The Letter below was sent by Denny Deal, GTOAA Chapter Coordinator, announcing two options to 
“cruise into” the GTOAA National Convention on Tuesday, June 27th, asking that we notify our member-
ship in case anyone is interested in participating. 
 
GTOAA Chapters: 
The Gateway and Heart of Illinois GTO Clubs have planned two historic Route 66 Cruise-Ins into the 2017 
GTOAA National Convention in Springfield, Illinois where your members will have the opportunity to travel 
along sections of the Mother Road, Route 66.  Both Cruise-Ins start at 9:00 am on Tuesday, June 27th and 
both will arrive in Springfield, Illinois Tuesday afternoon. 
    
Ken Braun and the Windy City Goats will begin in Bolingbrook, a suburb of Chicago and head south along 
historic Route 66 with stops in Dwight, Odell and Pontiac where cruisers can visit the Pontiac Oakland Mu-
seum.  After lunch in Chenoa you will cruise through Shirley, Atlanta with a stop at the Palms Café and then 
on into Springfield.  
 
Jeff Bond and Dan Jackson will begin the St. 
Louis Cruise In on the west side of the histor-
ic Chain of Rocks Bridge.  The Gateway GTO 
Club has arranged to have the bridge opened 
and allow you to drive your GTO or Pontiac 
across this piece of Route 66 history that 
opened in 1929 and closed in 1970.  Cruisers 
will continue north to Staunton and a visit to 
the Rabbit Hutch then on to the Turkey 
Tracks and a real section of the original brick 
Route 66.   
 
Please share this information with your 
members and let them know this is a FREE 
event except for lunch and any memorabilia 
you may want to purchase.  Bring your cam-
eras as there are many great photo opportu-
nities with your GTO or Pontiac in front of 
some historic Route 66 landmarks.  This is a 
once in a lifetime opportunity to experience 
what it was like to travel before there were 
interstates.  
 
For more information please contact:       
 
Chicago Cruise In from the North      
Ken Braun  gtoken2003@yahoo.com  630-730-4196 
 
St. Louis Cruise In from the South      
Jeff Bond  jbgto73@yahoo.com 618-772-0402 
Dan Jackson  dajalj@gmail.com  618-267-1760 

http://www.greaterpghgto.com
http://www.facebook.com/GreaterPghGTO
http://www.twitter.com/GreaterPghGTO
mailto:gtoken2003@yahoo.com
mailto:jbgto73@yahoo.com
mailto:dajalj@gmail.com
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Website/Newsletter Content Needed 

If you have pictures of a recent event (cruise, fun run, etc.) and you would like to share them, please describe the 
event and send the pictures to webmaster@greaterpghgto.com or newsletter@greaterpghgto.com.  Submissions 
are due by the 15th of the month to be included in the next issue. 

Membership Information 
 
Please see the Membership Application included in this newsletter. 

 
Sponsor Information 

 
Please see the Sponsor Application included in this newsletter. 
 

Advertising Guidelines  
 
Classified ads up to 50 words are free to members.  Add 10 cents per word for any ad over 50 words. Payment is 
due upon submission. Members need to update ads at 3 month intervals or ads will be dropped. Classified ads up to 
50 words for non-members are $5.00 per issue.  
 

Greater Pittsburgh GTO Car Club Information  
 
The Greater Pittsburgh GTO Car Club was formed in 1998 and is an official chapter of the GTO Association of 
America.  Beginning 1/1/2015, we are a 100% GTOAA membership club which means every member of our club 
must also be a member of the GTOAA.  The club welcomes any GTO enthusiast interested in the enjoyment, 
restoration, and preservation of the Pontiac GTO.  Ownership of a GTO is not required.   
 
Along with our beloved GTOs (old and new), our club members and their families love to get together at the various 
club functions and events held throughout the year.  Typical events include cruises, shows, picnics, parties, and 
more.  The excitement that the GTO brings is a wonderful experience and is only further enhanced by being a 
member of the Greater Pittsburgh GTO Car Club. 
 
We communicate through this newsletter, Goats Cruisin’ The ‘Burgh, our website, Facebook, and Twitter.  
 
Club meetings are the third Tuesday of every month at King’s Restaurant located at 5 Alpha Dr E, Pittsburgh, PA 
15238 (Harmarville).  Dinner starts at 6:00 and the meeting starts at 7:00. 
 
Membership dues are $45.00 per year and must be paid by 12/15 of the previous year.  The $45 includes the $10 
dues for our club and the $35 dues for the GTOAA.  
 

Address Change? 
 
Has your address, phone, or email recently changed?  Please notify Cheryl Kasper at secretary@greaterpghgto.com.  
This will help us keep you informed about the club.  Thank you. 

http://www.greaterpghgto.com
http://www.facebook.com/GreaterPghGTO
http://www.twitter.com/GreaterPghGTO
mailto:webmaster@greaterpghgto.com
mailto:newsletter@greaterpghgto.com
mailto:secretary@greaterpghgto.com
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