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Goats Cruisin’ the ‘Burgh 

Newsletter of the Greater Pittsburgh GTO Car Club                        February 2017 

Editor’s Corner 
Jim Longo 

Here we are in February, so we’re about halfway through the winter 

hibernation.  Winter weather hasn’t been too bad, and unless we have 

a cold and rainy spring, we’ll be firing up our cars soon.  I had intended 

to get my air conditioning working and my rear bumper re-chromed 

over the winter, and I’m hoping to still make that happen.   Hopefully 

some of our members are making some progress on their winter 

projects! 

I’ve continued to review previous Newsletters for ideas, and I’ve also 

been looking at Newsletters from other GTOAA chapters and non-

Pontiac sources.  There’s nothing wrong with finding a good idea and 

using it, or improving on it.   Since “My GTO Story” was introduced in 

the January 2015 Newsletter, eleven members have had their stories 

published.  That leaves a lot of our members with an opportunity to 

tell a GTO Story, so write them up and send them in.  I’m sure that 

your fellow members will enjoy reading them. 

I think that we can also include tech articles on occasion, giving proper 

citation to the sources. I read a lot of articles on the internet, and I 

know that other members do too.  If you have interesting articles that 

you’ve bookmarked or saved, send those links along. I’m sure there’s 

plenty of content that our members might never otherwise come 

across.   

This month’s Newsletter features an introduction of the Club’s new 

Vice President, Roger Kral, in the Officer’s Corner.    You’ll also see that 

for the GTOAA National Convention, two “cruise-ins” to Springfield, 

from Chicago and St. Louis, are being organized.  It’s an interesting 

idea.   

I hope that you enjoy this month’s Newsletter.  If you have any 

comments or suggestions, or if you’d like to submit content, please 

send an email to newsletter@greaterpghgto.com or contact me 

directly.  Don’t hesitate; the more we share, the better this Newsletter 

will be! 

The Greater Pittsburgh GTO 

Car Club is an official chapter 

of the GTO Association of 

America (GTOAA).   

All members of the Greater 

Pittsburgh GTO Car Club must 

be members of the GTOAA. 
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Happy New Year everyone! My name is Roger 

Kral. I have been voted in as your new Vice 

President.  Recently, I received a call from Tom 

Monzo, the newly elected President of the GTO 

club. He said, I know we talked about running for 

office to help with the club when the kids were 

older and we had more time, but we need to do 

this now and I need your help.  I couldn’t turn 

down my best friend or the needs of the club. 

With that being said, I decided to step up and do 

the best I can to continue on the path of those 

who served before me. Now that you know how I 

got here, I would like to share with you a little 

about myself and my appreciation for cars. 

I was born and raised in Pittsburgh and have lived 

here my whole life. I am currently planted in 

Harrison City. I have been married to my college 

sweetheart for over 21 years. Traci and I have two 

great kids, Michael, who will be 16 in June and 

Madison who will be 11 in March.   

I grew up right at the end of a great time in the 

automobile evolution, the tail end of the muscle 

car era. I remember the muscle cars on the road 

driving around as every day drivers.  As a kid, I 

remember watching my dad working on our 

family cars. He used to sit me up on the fender 

and show me things. I couldn’t get enough.  I 

started at a young age, taking the family 

lawnmower and adjusting the governor to make it 

rev up more and poking holes in the exhaust to 

make the lawnmower louder. My dad loved me 

for it too!  

This excitement for cars and making more power 

carried into my early teenage years working on 

cars with my friends. At the age of 15, my dad 

gave me one of our family cars, a 1966 Dodge 

Coronet with a blown motor and a blown 

transmission. He figured I couldn’t do anything 

with it and it would keep me busy and off the 

roads and out of trouble. I found a motor and 

transmission in a junk yard and I put it in the car. 

Two months later, I was tearing up the back roads 

of Export, PA.  

However, I was bit by the Smokey and the Bandit 

movie and wanted a 77 Black SE Trans Am in the 

worst way. I worked a ton of odd jobs, and with 

the money I saved up and a little help from my 

dad, at the age of 17 I bought my first Pontiac, a 

1977 Smokey and the Bandit Trans Am. This car 

was driven hard by the original owner and I spent 

a ton of money keeping it on the road but I had a 

blast doing it. Before selling it, I put 4 motors, 3 

automatic transmissions, and 2 four speeds in 

that car after converting it to a four speed car.  

It was when my best friend from High School 

bought a mint condition 1968 Blue GTO with a 

hood tach, 400, four speed with 14,000 original 

miles that things changed for me. The car was 

extremely fast and it would just plant you in your 

seat. This car would just blow the doors off my 

Trans Am and most of the cars in my area. It was 

from this point that I said, someday I am going to 

get a GTO.   

Fast forward to 2003, I am now married to my 

lovely wife and my son is 2. However, a piece of 

me was missing. I needed to get back to having a 

car I could play with and fix up. I started looking 

for a GTO.  My first choice was a 1969 or 

whatever GTO I could find within my price range. I 

found one that met both criteria and bought it in 

Officer’s Corner 
By Roger Kral 
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Ohio. I enjoy the heck out of this car. My two kids 

have grown up in this car. One of the funniest 

moments in this car was the time I pulled into the 

Irwin car cruise with two kids, one in a car seat 

and the other in an infant carrier. Yes, the infant 

carrier works with a lap belt! I whipped out the 

big stroller from the trunk of a 69 GTO and wish I 

had a picture of all their faces. I don’t think they 

were expecting a big stroller to come out of the 

back of a GTO, or a 2 month old infant to be 

riding in it.  While at one of these cruises, I met 

this guy named Jim who told me he was the 

President of the GTO club and told me I needed 

to join! We all know who Jim is! This car was how 

I met my now best friend and our new President, 

Tom Monzo!  We both share the same 

appreciation for the GTO’s. 

I look forward to a great and fun 2017. I met 

some new friends at the last meeting. I hope to 

meet and get to know more of you at future 

meetings and during this year’s cruising season. 

Please try and make the monthly meetings and 

meet your GTO family! The meetings are 

informative, a great time to meet other people 

who share the same appreciation for the GTO, 

and it is a lot of fun!  

Officer’s Corner 
Continued from previous page 
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Minutes for January 17, 2017 meeting held at 
King's Restaurant, Harmarville. 

Tom Monzo called the meeting to order. 

16 members were in attendance. 

Club store is now open.  The club store helps fund 
our club treasury.  Our club gets a percentage on 
anything sold.  Contact Chris Sklenar for anything 
you want to order. 

2017 rosters were passed out at the meeting.  If 
anyone's address, phone number or e-mail chang-
es, please let Cheryl know so your information can 
be changed in our club data base and with the 
GTOAA so you don't miss any Legend magazines. 

Cheryl read minutes from previous meeting on No-
vember 15.  Motion to accept minutes by Jim Mas-
troianni, seconded by Gary Sklenar. 

Ken read treasurer's report.  Motion to accept by 
Karen Owoc, seconded by Gary Sklenar. 

Randy Reece won 50/50 drawing - $13.00 

2017 family picnic is scheduled for September 9th. 

Jim Longo said he needs new GTO stories for the 
newsletter. 

Joe Barber called Kennywood for dates for Ameri-
cana Days.  We can take two cars in on Saturday, 
July 1, four cars on Sunday, July 2 and six cars on 
Tuesday, July 4th.   

After the meeting, members signed up for spaces.  
At the present time, we still have 2 spaces for July 
1, 1 space for July 2 and 1 space for July 4th.  Call 
or e-mail Cheryl if you are interested in any of 
these days.  Members will have first choice and if 
any spaces are left over, non-members can sign up 
to take their cars in to the park. 

Ron Sklenar is going to organize a cruise to Gary 
Cave's in Maryland. 

Jim Mastroianni talked to a representative from 
Monroeville Mall, who was interested in the Club 

displaying some GTOs in the mall over a weekend.  
Anyone interested in displaying a car in this fashion 
should contact Jim.  

Anyone having any ideas for bylaw changes will 
have until the March 21st meeting to get their ide-
as in to Jim Longo.  Bylaw changes will be voted on 
at the March meeting. 

Christmas party - Chris Sklenar, chairperson - De-
cember 2nd at Banquets Unlimited, North Hunting-
don.  Motion to make $400 deposit for Christmas 
party made by Brian George, seconded by Randy 
Reece.  Motion passed. 

Tom checked on club insurance with JC Taylor.  
Cost would be around $600 - $700 yearly.  Vote 
was taken and no one was in favor of getting insur-
ance. 

Tom mentioned that the GTO Legend is requesting 
information on charitable events/cruises.  We can 
let them know any cruises we hold or help with 
during the year. 

For next month's meeting, Tom suggested bringing 
in your favorite award or trophy for your GTO 
along with where you won the award. 

As of this month's meeting, we have 63 paid mem-
bers. 

Since our Vice-President position was open after 
the November election, Roger Kral said he would 
be Vice President.  A vote was taken and everyone 
was in favor.  Club will pay Roger's GTOAA mem-
bership for 2017 since GTOAA is covering dues of 
President, Treasurer, Newsletter Editor and IT per-
son. 

Motion to adjourn meeting by Gary Sklenar, se-
conded by Jim Mastroianni. 

Next meeting, February 21 at King's Restaurant in 
Harmarville. 

 

Meeting Minutes 
By Cheryl Kasper 
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Member News 

John and Lana Vansovich - February 8 

Steve and Ann Morris - February 28 

No new members this month. 

Linda Lang - February 4 

Todd Brown - February 5 

John George - February 5 

Mark Leptinsky - February 7 

Marianne Brown - February 8 

Jeff Spreng - February 10 

Stan O'Rourke - February 19 

Cheryl Kasper - February 22 

Ken Kasper - February 24 

Happy 

Birthday! 

Happy 

Anniversary! 

Welcome! 

Greater Pittsburgh GTO Club member Gerry Kerna and her 1962 Chevy II were featured in a Pittsburgh 

Tribune Review article leading up to the World of Wheels show at the Pittsburgh Convention Center in 

January.  Gerry’s Chevy II, nicknamed “The Runt” was on display at the show, which ran from January 20 

through January 22nd. 

Click to read the article here:    http://triblive.com/aande/moreaande/11773605-74/car-wheels-guys or 

copy and paste into your browser. 

Other News 
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Car of the Month 

Visit our club store at:  

http://stores.customautoapparel.net/greater-pittsburgh-gto-club-apparel 

There is also a link from our website. 

We have polo shirts, denim shirts, sweatshirts, jackets,  

hats, license plates, and more!   
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February 21, 2017 
General Membership Meeting 
Kings Restaurant (Harmarville) 
5 Alpha Drive East, Pittsburgh PA 15238 
6:00 PM Dinner—7:00 PM Meeting 
 
March 21, 2017 
General Membership Meeting 
Kings Restaurant (Harmarville) 
5 Alpha Drive East, Pittsburgh PA 15238 
6:00 PM Dinner—7:00 PM Meeting 
 
April 18, 2017 
General Membership Meeting 
Kings Restaurant (Harmarville) 
5 Alpha Drive East, Pittsburgh PA 15238 
6:00 PM Dinner—7:00 PM Meeting 
 
May 6, 2017 
5th Annual Gary Cave’s Open House, Car Show & 
Swap Meet 
17411 Sunshine Trail 
Sabillasville MD 21780 
The Largest Collection of GTOs on the East Coast 
Club Event—Details Forthcoming 
 
May 16, 2017 
General Membership Meeting 
Kings Restaurant (Harmarville) 
5 Alpha Drive East, Pittsburgh PA 15238 
6:00 PM Dinner—7:00 PM Meeting 
 
June 20, 2017 
General Membership Meeting 
Kings Restaurant (Harmarville) 
5 Alpha Drive East, Pittsburgh PA 15238 
6:00 PM Dinner—7:00 PM Meeting 

June 26—July 1, 2017 
GTOAA National Convention 
Springfield, IL 
 
August 4, 5, 6 2017 
Pontiac Nationals 
Summit Raceway Park 
Norwalk OH 
 
September 9, 2017 
Club Picnic 
Maple Grove 
White Oak Park 
11:00 - ? 
 
December 2, 2017 
Club Christmas Party 
Banquets Unlimited  
North Huntingdon, PA 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Club Schedule 
Always check the calendar on our web site for the latest information about our schedule. 

Additional 2017 events will be added as they’re identified.  Additional meetings for 2017 will be 

added as soon as the new officers decide where/when they will be held. 
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We are looking for club tech advisors and meeting speakers.  Tech advisors 

can specialize in certain year(s) of GTOs or in some function related to our 

hobby (general mechanics, bodywork, etc.).  If you are interested in 

becoming a tech advisor or a speaker at one of our meetings, please contact 

any of the officers listed on the front of this newsletter.  Thank you. 

 
FOR SALE:  1970 Hood – REDUCED! Excellent condition - $200.  
Email John Owoc at je70goat@verizon.net. 
 
FOR SALE:  Set of 3 Tube exhaust headers for a Pontiac 400/455.  
Good condition - $50.00.  Email John Owoc at 
je70goat@verizon.net 

 
  

FOR SALE:  1964 GTO grenadier red convertible, red interior, white 
top, with every option and accessory available in 1964. Older 
restoration, former national show winner. See pics at https://
imgur.com/a/d9dT2. e-mail for info at drdiehl64@gmail.com or text 
or call 412-973-1229.  

 

 

 

FOR SALE: 2016 Greater Pittsburgh GTO Club Ceramic Mugs, limited number 
available.  Cannot be shipped.  If interested contact Chris Sklenar at 412-678-
8402 or gnx547@comcast.net 

 

 
 
 
 
 
Send any items for sale or wanted to newsletter@greaterpghgto.com.  Advertisements are free for club 
members but please limit the advertisements to GTO related items.  The officers reserve the right to 
refuse any advertisement for any reason.  Submissions are due by the 15th of the month to be included in 
the next issue.  Once included in the Newsletter, it’s the member’s responsibility to provide notice of any 
desired modification or request that the advertisement be discontinued. 
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www.geturgently.com 
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WARRIOR CONCRETE, WALLS & LANDSCAPING LLC 

On Facebook @Warrior Concrete, Walls & Landscaping 

Or on www.homeadvisor.com 

Contact: Marty Casper 
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The Letter below was sent by Denny Deal, GTOAA Chapter Coordinator, announcing two options to 
“cruise into” the GTOAA National Convention on Tuesday, June 27th, asking that we notify our member-
ship in case anyone is interested in participating. 
 
GTOAA Chapters: 
The Gateway and Heart of Illinois GTO Clubs have planned two historic Route 66 Cruise-Ins into the 2017 
GTOAA National Convention in Springfield, Illinois where your members will have the opportunity to travel 
along sections of the Mother Road, Route 66.  Both Cruise-Ins start at 9:00 am on Tuesday, June 27th and 
both will arrive in Springfield, Illinois Tuesday afternoon. 
    
Ken Braun and the Windy City Goats will begin in Bolingbrook, a suburb of Chicago and head south along 
historic Route 66 with stops in Dwight, Odell and Pontiac where cruisers can visit the Pontiac Oakland Mu-
seum.  After lunch in Chenoa you will cruise through Shirley, Atlanta with a stop at the Palms Café and then 
on into Springfield.  
 
Jeff Bond and Dan Jackson will begin the St. 
Louis Cruise In on the west side of the histor-
ic Chain of Rocks Bridge.  The Gateway GTO 
Club has arranged to have the bridge opened 
and allow you to drive your GTO or Pontiac 
across this piece of Route 66 history that 
opened in 1929 and closed in 1970.  Cruisers 
will continue north to Staunton and a visit to 
the Rabbit Hutch then on to the Turkey 
Tracks and a real section of the original brick 
Route 66.   
 
Please share this information with your 
members and let them know this is a FREE 
event except for lunch and any memorabilia 
you may want to purchase.  Bring your cam-
eras as there are many great photo opportu-
nities with your GTO or Pontiac in front of 
some historic Route 66 landmarks.  This is a 
once in a lifetime opportunity to experience 
what it was like to travel before there were 
interstates.  
 
For more information please contact:       
 
Chicago Cruise In from the North      
Ken Braun  gtoken2003@yahoo.com  630-730-4196 
 
St. Louis Cruise In from the South      
Jeff Bond  jbgto73@yahoo.com 618-772-0402 
Dan Jackson  dajalj@gmail.com  618-267-1760 
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Website/Newsletter Content Needed 

If you have pictures of a recent event (cruise, fun run, etc.) and you would like to share them, please describe the 
event and send the pictures to webmaster@greaterpghgto.com or newsletter@greaterpghgto.com.  Submissions 
are due by the 15th of the month to be included in the next issue. 

Membership Information 
 
Please see the Membership Application included in this newsletter. 

 
Sponsor Information 

 
Please see the Sponsor Application included in this newsletter. 
 

Advertising Guidelines  
 
Classified ads up to 50 words are free to members.  Add 10 cents per word for any ad over 50 words. Payment is 
due upon submission. Members need to update ads at 3 month intervals or ads will be dropped. Classified ads up to 
50 words for non-members are $5.00 per issue.  
 

Greater Pittsburgh GTO Car Club Information  
 
The Greater Pittsburgh GTO Car Club was formed in 1998 and is an official chapter of the GTO Association of 
America.  Beginning 1/1/2015, we are a 100% GTOAA membership club which means every member of our club 
must also be a member of the GTOAA.  The club welcomes any GTO enthusiast interested in the enjoyment, 
restoration, and preservation of the Pontiac GTO.  Ownership of a GTO is not required.   
 
Along with our beloved GTOs (old and new), our club members and their families love to get together at the various 
club functions and events held throughout the year.  Typical events include cruises, shows, picnics, parties, and 
more.  The excitement that the GTO brings is a wonderful experience and is only further enhanced by being a 
member of the Greater Pittsburgh GTO Car Club. 
 
We communicate through this newsletter, Goats Cruisin’ The ‘Burgh, our website, Facebook, and Twitter.  
 
Club meetings are the third Tuesday of every month at King’s Restaurant located at 5 Alpha Dr E, Pittsburgh, PA 
15238 (Harmarville).  Dinner starts at 6:00 and the meeting starts at 7:00. 
 
Membership dues are $45.00 per year and must be paid by 12/15 of the previous year.  The $45 includes the $10 
dues for our club and the $35 dues for the GTOAA.  
 

Address Change? 
 
Has your address, phone, or email recently changed?  Please notify Cheryl Kasper at secretary@greaterpghgto.com.  
This will help us keep you informed about the club.  Thank you. 
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