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Goats Cruisin’ the ‘Burgh 

Newsletter of the Greater Pittsburgh GTO Car Club                        January 2017 

Editor’s Corner 
Jim Longo 

 

Happy New Year! As one of the transitions underway in our club, this is my 

first turn of the crank as Newsletter Editor, succeeding Mike Louttit after 2-

1/2 years. Mike had been the Editor as long as I’ve been in the club. As 

everyone hopefully knows, Mike’s work earned our club award recognition 

for the Newsletter from the GTOAA.  Thanks to Mike for getting us here, and I 

hope to live up to the standards Mike has set!   

I looked over seven years’ of Newsletters on the club’s website for 

inspiration.  One obvious theme is change. We’re driving into a new year with 

a new President, Tom Monzo, but also with some continuity with Ken and 

Cheryl Kasper staying on as officers.   Another theme is the ongoing call to get 

involved with the club in some capacity – serving on a committee, planning 

an event, or just attending club meetings and functions, with or without your 

GTO if you have one.  We have an opening for a Vice President, so hopefully 

someone will come forward to fill that role!   

The Newsletter has also changed, getting longer and more elaborate, and we 

have sponsored advertising.  My goal as Editor is to continue to deliver 

content that is interesting and that our members want to read.  When I first 

joined the club we surveyed our members and nearly everyone was reading 

nearly all of the Newsletter nearly every month.    

A number of members have shared their GTO stories, but I know that there 

are a lot more stories out there and I invite you to submit them.  Don’t 

hesitate because you think that your story isn’t interesting enough, or that 

you can’t polish it enough for your fellow members to enjoy.  As Editor I’m 

happy to work with you if you want my help on anything you would like to 

submit. 

Our cars are in the middle of their winter hibernation; we may or may not be 

working on them as the weather permits, but before we know it, Spring will 

be here and we’ll be getting ready for another cruise season!  Look for 

additional events and cruise dates to appear on the Club Schedule page of 

the Newsletter in the coming months.   

I hope that you enjoy the newsletter.  If you have any comments or 

suggestions, or if you’d like to submit content, please send an email to 

newsletter@greaterpghgto.com or contact me directly. 

The Greater Pittsburgh GTO 

Car Club is an official chapter 

of the GTO Association of 

America (GTOAA).   

All members of the Greater 

Pittsburgh GTO Car Club must 

be members of the GTOAA. 

Officers 
President 

Tom Monzo, Jr. 
724-744-1947  

president@greaterpghgto.com 

 
Vice-President 

Open 
 

vice.president@greaterpghgto.com 
 

Treasurer 
Ken Kasper 

724-515-7629 
treasurer@greaterpghgto.com 

Secretary 
Cheryl Kasper 
724-515-7629 

secretary@greaterpghgto.com 
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Season’s Greetings to all of the car enthusiasts in the 

Greater Pittsburgh GTO Club!  It is my pleasure to 

write this column as the new President of our car club.  

As I mentioned at the Christmas party, I envisioned 

becoming President of our club about 8 years from 

now as I plan to retire sometime around then, but 

duty called and I decided to answer.  I want to thank 

all of the officers that served the GTO club before me.  

Fortunately, many of the officers have decided to stay 

on board and this should help us make a smooth 

transition as we look to the future.  The position of 

Vice President remains open and we hope that 

someone steps forward soon.  Please read the bylaws 

on our web site that describe the officers’ roles, and 

remember that our club is for the enjoyment and 

appreciation of the original muscle car, the GTO! 

I’d like to provide some background information about 

myself and my appreciation for our hobby.  I tried to 

remember when my fascination with the muscle car 

began and I can only conclude that it was at a very 

early age.  My dad had a 1973 Cadillac Coupe DeVille 

that he kept covered in our garage.  We only drove 

that car on nice days and on vacation, but it was my 

neighbor, Kevin Gusty, who had a souped up Mopar 

that really grabbed my attention.  I would often wake 

up on a Sunday morning to watch and listen to that 

car rumble up my street.  My neighbor, Randy 

McCafferty, had a 1965 Mustang Fastback that he 

washed every day.  One day he took me to meet some 

of his friends and the yard was filled with muscle cars.  

Challengers, Cuda’s, a Cyclone Spolier, and a Yenko 

Camaro were parked all around.  It felt like I was in 

muscle car heaven.  I went home and asked my dad, 

“What is your favorite car?”  He replied, “I’ve always 

had a lot of luck with Pontiacs.”  So there it was, my 

mind was made up.  I would find the ultimate Pontiac 

and that would be my dream car.  I quickly settled in 

on the GTO and began my search.  In 1987, I was 22 

years old and I made my first trip to Carlisle, PA.  I 

remember chasing a few cars down Carlisle Pike and 

asking the driver if the car was for sale.  I returned 

home without a car, but soon after that journey my 

cousin, John Schweitzer, found a 1965 GTO sitting in a 

yard near Delmont, PA.  I went to see the car and 

discovered it was a one owner car that was purchased 

in 1965 by a little old lady from Greensburg.  I bought 

the car and have had it ever since. 

Over the years, I became friends with the guys that 

had all of the muscle cars in North Versailles.  We 

spent the winters restoring my car and the summers 

cruising the local shows.  I won many trophies in the 

late 80’s and early 90’s and couldn’t get enough of our 

hobby.  My first date with my future wife was at a car 

cruise at the Monroeville Chili’s.  My friends said, “You 

need to marry that girl.  She loves cars and you don’t 

find that often.”  I later found out that was only 

somewhat true.   

Currently, I am still happily married and I have 2 

children.  Ashley is 18 years old and my son Lucas just 

turned 16.  I wonder if he’ll ask me what my favorite 

car is?  I think he knows that it’s the one covered up in 

the garage.  I’ve always had a lot of luck with that car. 

As we move forward with our club, I encourage all of 

our members to stay involved and to enjoy our hobby.  

I’m looking forward to planning and attending many 

events in the upcoming months.  The officers and 

members of this club are looking forward to your 

ideas!  We hope to see you soon at the January dinner 

meeting at King’s in Harmarville. 

Meet the New President 
By Tom Monzo 
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The December 2016 monthly meeting was can-

celed by vote of the membership at the November 

monthly meeting, so we do not have minutes to 

report this month. 

The next meeting is Tuesday, January 17th at Kings 

in Harmarville— details on the Club Schedule page! 

 

Meeting Minutes 
By Cheryl Kasper 
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Member News 

No anniversaries this month… what are the 
odds??? 

No new members this month. 

Ron Gunn - January 1 

Lana Vansovich - January 3 

Beth Busalacchi - January 5 

Pat Talenti - January 9 

Bob Spongross - January 14 

Michelle Diehl - January 20 

Al Talenti - January 25 

John Mitchell - January 29 

Happy 

Birthday! 

Happy 

Anniversary! 

Welcome! 
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Car of the Month 

Visit our club store at:  

http://stores.customautoapparel.net/greater-pittsburgh-gto-club-apparel 

There is also a link from our website. 

We have polo shirts, denim shirts, sweatshirts, jackets,  

hats, license plates, and more!   
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January 17, 2017 
General Membership Meeting 
Kings Restaurant (Harmarville) 
5 Alpha Drive East, Pittsburgh PA 15238 
6:00 PM Dinner—7:00 PM Meeting 
 
February 21, 2017 
General Membership Meeting 
Kings Restaurant (Harmarville) 
5 Alpha Drive East, Pittsburgh PA 15238 
6:00 PM Dinner—7:00 PM Meeting 
 
March 21, 2017 
General Membership Meeting 
Kings Restaurant (Harmarville) 
5 Alpha Drive East, Pittsburgh PA 15238 
6:00 PM Dinner—7:00 PM Meeting 

June 26—July 1, 2017 
GTOAA National Convention 
Springfield, IL 
 
August 4, 5, 6 2017 
Pontiac Nationals 
Summit Raceway Park 
Norwalk OH 
 
September 9, 2017 
Club Picnic 
Maple Grove 
White Oak Park 
11:00 - ? 
 
 
 
 

Club Schedule 
Always check the calendar on our web site for the latest information about our schedule. 

Additional 2017 events will be added as they’re identified.  Additional meetings for 2017 will be 

added as soon as the new officers decide where/when they will be held. 
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We are looking for club tech advisors and meeting speakers.  Tech advisors 

can specialize in certain year(s) of GTOs or in some function related to our 

hobby (general mechanics, bodywork, etc.).  If you are interested in 

becoming a tech advisor or a speaker at one of our meetings, please contact 

any of the officers listed on the front of this newsletter.  Thank you. 

 
FOR SALE:  1970 Hood – REDUCED! Excellent condition - $200.  
Email John Owoc at je70goat@verizon.net. 
 
FOR SALE:  Set of 3 Tube exhaust headers for a Pontiac 400/455.  
Good condition - $50.00.  Email John Owoc at 
je70goat@verizon.net 

 
  

FOR SALE:  1964 GTO front bumper core, 1964 421 block to juice up your GTO.  Email at 
drdiehl@comcast.net or text at 412-973-1229. 

 
Send any items for sale or wanted to newsletter@greaterpghgto.com.  Advertisements are free for club 
members but please limit the advertisements to GTO related items.  The officers reserve the right to 
refuse any advertisement for any reason.  Submissions are due by the 15th of the month to be included in 
the next issue.  Once it’s included in the Newsletter, it’s the member’s responsibility to provide notice of 
any desired modification or request that the advertisement be discontinued. 

http://www.greaterpghgto.com
http://www.facebook.com/GreaterPghGTO
http://www.twitter.com/GreaterPghGTO
mailto:je70goat@verizon.net
mailto:je70goat@verizon.net
mailto:drdiehl@comcast.net
mailto:newsletter@greaterpghgto.com


 

www.greaterpghgto.com  www.facebook.com/GreaterPghGTO www.twitter.com/GreaterPghGTO  

www.geturgently.com 
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Website/Newsletter Content Needed 

If you have pictures of a recent event (cruise, fun run, etc.) and you would like to share them, please describe the 
event and send the pictures to webmaster@greaterpghgto.com or newsletter@greaterpghgto.com.  Submissions 
are due by the 15th of the month to be included in the next issue. 

Membership Information 
 
Please see the Membership Application included in this newsletter. 

 
Sponsor Information 

 
Please see the Sponsor Application included in this newsletter. 
 

Advertising Guidelines  
 
Classified ads up to 50 words are free to members.  Add 10 cents per word for any ad over 50 words. Payment is 
due upon submission. Members need to update ads at 3 month intervals or ads will be dropped. Classified ads up to 
50 words for non-members are $5.00 per issue.  
 

Greater Pittsburgh GTO Car Club Information  
 
The Greater Pittsburgh GTO Car Club was formed in 1998 and is an official chapter of the GTO Association of 
America.  Beginning 1/1/2015, we are a 100% GTOAA membership club which means every member of our club 
must also be a member of the GTOAA.  The club welcomes any GTO enthusiast interested in the enjoyment, 
restoration, and preservation of the Pontiac GTO.  Ownership of a GTO is not required.   
 
Along with our beloved GTOs (old and new), our club members and their families love to get together at the various 
club functions and events held throughout the year.  Typical events include cruises, shows, picnics, parties, and 
more.  The excitement that the GTO brings is a wonderful experience and is only further enhanced by being a 
member of the Greater Pittsburgh GTO Car Club. 
 
We communicate through this newsletter, Goats Cruisin’ The ‘Burgh, our website, Facebook, and Twitter.  
 
Club meetings are the third Tuesday of every month at King’s Restaurant located at 5 Alpha Dr E, Pittsburgh, PA 
15238 (Harmarville).  Dinner starts at 6:00 and the meeting starts at 7:00. 
 
Membership dues are $45.00 per year and must be paid by 12/15 of the previous year.  The $45 includes the $10 
dues for our club and the $35 dues for the GTOAA.  
 

Address Change? 
 
Has your address, phone, or email recently changed?  Please notify Cheryl Kasper at secretary@greaterpghgto.com.  
This will help us keep you informed about the club.  Thank you. 
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Membership Dues 

 

——————————————————————————————————————————————— 

 

Membership dues for 2017 

 

Member name ______________________________________________________ 

 

 

Member address ____________________________________________________ 

 

 

Membership expiration date (found next to name on Legend) _________________ 

 

 

Please make check for $45.00 to Greater Pgh GTO Club and mail to: 

 

Cheryl Kasper 

1230 Craig Drive 

North Huntingdon  PA  15642 

As everyone knows in the club by now, everyone who is a member of the Greater Pittsburgh GTO Car Club 
is also a member in the GTOAA.  We are 100% GTOAA.  

It's that time of year again.  Membership dues for 2017 were due by December 15, 2016 so the secretary 
had time to get information together to send in to Beth with the GTOAA by December 31.  Please fill out 
the attached form (if you haven't paid your 2017 dues already) and send in with your $45.00 check for 
GTOAA and club dues.  Do not mail your check in to the GTOAA on your own.  The Treasurer will send in 
one check for everyone in the club. 

Thanking everyone in advance, 

Cheryl 
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