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Goats Cruisin’ the ‘Burgh 
Newsle�er of the Greater Pi�sburgh GTO Car Club                                August 2015 

Editor’s Corner 
By Mike Lou�t 

 

This issue has some looking back and looking forward inside.  Looking back, 

John Owoc and Ron Sklenar give their thoughts on the recently concluded 2015 

GTOAA Na-onal Conven-on in Columbus, Indiana.  Looking forward, there is a 

lot of informa-on and flyers for upcoming events. 

Of special note, we have our annual trip to USX in Pi�sburgh and also the 

Shiner’s Cruise.  

From John Bacha:   

Just a quick reminder that this Tuesday, August 4, 2015 from 10AM -ll 2 PM is 

the "GTO/PONTIACE THUNDER IN PITTSBURGH" Cruise at the USX building 

downtown Pi�sburgh.  Entrance is on 6th and Grant Streets.  Arrive between 

9:30 and 10:00 AM.   I just checked the weather and it is going to be a beau-ful 

day.  There will be FREE DONUTS AND COFFEE and a great band.  I hope to see 

all of you there.  Call or email with ques-ons or to let me know you are coming. 

John Bacha 412-855-9666 bacha5@verizon.net 

From Ken Kasper: 

Just want to remind everyone about the Shriner's Cruise on August 16 (rain 

date August 23).  We s-ll need volunteers to park cars, work registra-on and 

vote tabula-on.  Anyone interested, let me know.  If you're bringing your car, 

register early. Registra-on form a�ached to newsle�er. 

Ken Kasper 724-515-7629 driver61c@comcast.net 

 

I hope that you enjoy the newsle�er.  If you have any comments or sugges-ons, 

please send them to newsle�er@greaterpghgto.com. 

 

 

 

The Greater Pi�sburgh 

GTO Car Club is an 

official chapter of the 

GTO Associa#on of 

America (GTOAA).   

 

The Greater Pi�sburgh 

GTO Car Club is for any 

GTO enthusiast 

interested in the 

enjoyment, restora#on, 

and preserva#on of the 

Pon#ac GTO.  

 

All members of the 

Greater Pi�sburgh GTO 

Car Club must be 

members of the GTO 

Associa#on of America 

(GTOAA). 
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Officer’s Corner 
By Ron Sklenar 

Well it’s already August as I write this and this summer will soon be behind us. Where did it go you may 

ask with all the rain we have had this summer. It hasn't been the best weather for cruising with our cars 

or a�ending many car related events. On a posi-ve note I think our 

daily rain storms are behind us and we can start enjoying our cars 

the way we should by ge�ng out to some cruise nights and car 

shows. 

Some of the highlights of my summer so far this year have been 

a�ending the GTOAA Na-onal conven-on in Columbus, Indiana. I 

have to tell you this if you are reading this then you are a member of 

the number 1 best GTOAA chapter in the USA. Bar None. While 

a�ending the GTOAA conven-on this year it was my first -me 

a�ending chapter night where all the chapters in the GTOAA are 

recognized for special awards, and I must say our chapter just 

cleaned house.  We received a gold standard award for 100% 

membership in the GTOAA, then we received cer-ficates of 

excellence for our club newsle�er, website/media, and Facebook. 

On top of all this our club received a plaque for being chapter of the 

year out of all 40 chapters of the GTOAA. All I can say is if you were 

not there in a�endance while this was happening you missed a 

really exci-ng event. We had our own table in the center of the 

room and every -me they made another award announcement it 

seemed liked the Greater Pi�sburgh GTO club won again. I'm sure 

many of the a�endees from other chapters were looking at our table with envy and wishing they were 

part of our club instead of their own. I can tell you from my own personal experience that it made me 

very proud to be part of this club and I hope each and every one of you feel the same way as I do. I feel it 

was a great accomplishment for our club and it would have never happened without each and every one 

of our members. 

Another highlight of my summer was a�ending the Ames Performance Na-onals on Saturday August 1st. 

If you've never a�ended this event and you love Pon-acs the way I do then you don't know what you are 

missing. This event is like going to Pon-ac heaven. Between the car show, swap meet, and some of the 

best Pon-ac drag racing you will ever see on the East coast. I was glad to see many of our club members 

there enjoying the event just like myself. My only complaint about the day was it went so fast. It seemed 

like we just got there and before you knew it, it was over and -me to go home. I myself could never get 

enough of Pon-acs so I cannot wait un-l next year for this event again. 

The next event on my agenda that I will be a�ending will be in St. Charles, Illinois.  It’s called the All 

Pon-ac Indian Uprising and it is put on by the Cruisin’ Tigers GTO club a chapter of the POCI. And I can tell 
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you this, these guys put on a great two day event that is very well organized and draws between 450 to 

500 Pon-acs from all over. They also have a great outdoor swap meet for Pon-ac vendors and usually a 

special guest like Jim Wangers in a�endance. 

ANer the St. Charles event I will be heading out to the Susquehanna Valley GTO Club car show in 

Landisville, Pa. This is a one day annual all Pon-ac show that is held in Amos Herr Park in Landisville, Pa. 

Vic Schreck their club President handles this show and can tell you from past experience that he does it 

right. They draw around 150 Pon-acs in a beau-ful park that is absolutely gorgeous and perfect for a 

good size car show. This years special guest will be Milt Schornack from Royal Pon-ac fame. This will be 

their 8th annual Pon-ac show and they will be celebra-ng 20 years of the SVGTO club. This is a Saturday 

event taking place of the 15th of this month and is only 3 hours from Pi�sburgh. If any club members 

decide to come and bring their cars they have some awesome awards and door prizes. 

Last but not least let’s not forget our own show here in Pi�sburgh August 16th at the Syria Shrine in 

Cheswick, Pa. I'm hoping to be back in -me from Landisville to go out and a�end our own show and hope 

to see many of our members there.  

So un-l next -me I hope you enjoy what summer we have leN and get to use those GTOs as much as you 

can because before you know it winter will be here and all these great -mes will be good memories un-l 

next summer. 
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Mee#ng Minutes 
By Cheryl Kasper 

 

The July mee-ng was canceled so there are no mee-ng minutes. 

 

 

 

Member News 
 

August Birthdays 

Tom Monzo - August 9 

Peg Sellers - August 13 

Jayson Taylor - August 14 

John Odrey - August 22 

Noreen Thompson - August 27 

Gary Litvany - August 30 

Ron Libengood - August 31 

 

August Anniversaries 

Kirk and Cindy McFarland - August 1 

Alan and Bonnie Fabri-us - August 13 

Jim and Debbie Longo - August 15 

David and Michelle Diehl - August 23 

Ron and Chris Sklenar - August 24 

 

New Members 

Tom and Linda Lang 

Steve and Teri Solomon 

 
 



 

www.greaterpghgto.com  www.facebook.com/GreaterPghGTO www.twi�er.com/GreaterPghGTO  

2015 GTOAA Conven#on 
Editor’s Note—this is a reprint of an email John Owoc sent to our members shortly aNer returning from 

the 2015 GTOAA Conven-on. 

 

Hello Everyone 

I want to pass on some great news regarding the 2015 GTOAA Conven-on that I a�ended in Columbus 

Indiana this past week. 

In Regards to Show Car Awards: 

• Orvil Osche was awarded a Concurs Gold with his beau-ful 65 GTO.  

• Ed Sellers was also awarded a Concurs Gold with his beau-ful 65 GTO. 

• Mark Wortman won the award for the Winners Circle with his beau-ful and rare 72 GTO 455 H.O. 

Congratula-ons to all our winning members! We had 3 cars entered from our club that were in 

a�endance, and everyone won. 

In Regards to the Model Car Contest: 

• Ron Sklenar won 2 Awards for his efforts with the cars that he entered. The Models entered are really 

pieces of "Art". Congratula-ons Ron!   (even though we no-ced that 1 -re was slightly under 

inflated) :) 

In Regards to Club Awards: 

• Our Greater Pi�sburgh GTO Club won a Gold Standard Award for 100% membership in the GTOAA.  

The "Thanks" for this award goes to all of you, our members, that made this possible by agreeing to 

con-nue your membership in our local club when we made the GTOAA membership a requirement 

last year.  

• Our Club was also awarded Cer-ficates of Excellence for the following categories; Newsle�er, 

Website / Media, and Facebook.   

• And last, but by no means least, I am extremely proud to announce that our Club, The Greater 

Pi�sburgh GTO Car Club, was selected first out of the 40 other Chapters, as "Chapter of the Year" !  

Thank You to all of the Officers, Advisory Members, and to each of you, our suppor-ng members, that 

have made this award possible. 

One final thought.  

I can tell you that the 12 club members that a�ended this year's conven-on in Columbus had a very 

enjoyable -me throughout the week, and at the Awards banquet.  

Many of us con-nued to hear compliments about our 2014 GTOAA Conven-on that our club hosted last 

year, about how friendly our members are, how organized we were, the ac-vi-es that we offered, and 

what a great -me they had in Pi�sburgh. 

Those of you that have been members prior to, and during the conven-on will recall that the goal of the 

Steering Commi�ee was to assure our conven-on guests with an enjoyable experience while they were in 

Pi�sburgh as our guest. 

We only hoped that when they leN us last July to return home, that they might say "Thank You" and / or, 
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"We Had A Great Time In Your City" We heard that many -mes last year, AND con-nue to hear that, as 

we did recently in Columbus Indiana. 

You our members make our club what it is.  

Next year's Conven-on will be held in Sea�le Washington. Many of our members are already planning to 

make a "Vaca-on" out of this event.  

The hos-ng Chapter (Northwest GTO Legends) is offering an Alaskan Cruise that will depart from Sea�le 

aNer the conven-on. And as ironic as it may seem, the name of the Carnival Cruise Ship is the "Legend".  

There will be more informa-on coming very soon that we will pass on to all of you that might be 

interested in joining us. The conven-on dates for next year are July 13- 17th. The Alaskan Cruise departs 

July 19th - and returns to Sea�le July 26.  

GTO/Pon#ac “Thunder In Pi�sburgh” Cruise 
By John Bacha 

 

GTO/PONTIAC "THUNDER IN PITTSBURGH" CRUISE IS AUGUST 4, 2015 AT USX TOWER, GRANT AND 6TH 

AVE.  DOWNTOWN PITTSBURGH, FROM 10 AM TO 2 PM.  Coffee and Delicious Donuts provided by 

Barbara Stull.  Arrive between 9:30 and 10:00 AM at the entrance at the corner of Grant and Sixth Streets. 

  

Today I was the only GTO of the 30 cars that were at the USX tower for the Vintage Grand Prix Car Cruise 

and Parade.   Lets bring 30+ GTO/Pon-acs out on the 4th of August and show Pi�sburgh that Pon-acs are 

alive and kicking.  It will be a great -me sharing fellowship, showing off our beau-ful cars, listening to a 

great band, and enjoying the coffee and donuts.  Barbara brought the donuts from a li�le great 

hometown bakery in Bellevue and they were GREAT.  Those of you who have a�ended in the past know 

what a great -me we had. 

  

I am ordering a sunny day.   

 

Editor’s Note—please contact John Bacha if you are a�ending or with ques-ons at bacha5@verizon.net. 
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My GTO Story 
By Tom Monzo 

 

My interest in Pon-acs and cars in general has existed for five decades.  I once told Jim Varacalli that I 

can’t explain why I am so interested in cars and he replied, “Don’t explain it, just enjoy it.”  That really 

made sense to me.  I then tried to iden-fy when and why this all started.  I have a few memories on 

conversa-ons and events that might explain how this interest started. 

As a young and aspiring gear head, I remember my dad’s 1973 Cadillac Coupe Deville that he kept covered 

in the garage and only drove on special occasions.  When we went somewhere in that car, it felt special.  

My dad said that one day he would give me that car.  When I was 13 years old, I decided to get a paper 

route and start saving my money.  ANer all, while my dad’s inten-ons were sincere, we didn’t have a lot of 

money and chances were good that I would turn 16 years old and not have any wheels of my own.  I was 

ready to cruise even at that age. 

Three years later, I went to my dad and said I wanted to buy a car.  He replied, “Where are we going to 

get the money?’  I proudly showed him my savings book that showed $20.00 deposits every week for the 

past three years.  He replied, “Lets go get you a car.”  Soon I was the proud owner of a 1974 Chevy Impala.  

We had the driveway widened and the Impala sat outside and out of the way of the Coupe Deville.  ANer 

two years of driving the Impala, it was -me for something spor-er.  I asked my dad what kind of car did he 

like and he replied, “I’ve always had luck with Pon-acs.”  Naturally, I wanted a GTO.  The early models 

appealed to me the most, 1964 – 1967.  Even back then the prices were a li�le out of my reach.  I soon 

discovered the 1976 Grand Prix and searched everywhere for one.  I found my dream car at Mosside 

Specialty Cars in 1985 and struck a deal with Ron Sklenar, our current Vice President.  My red 1976 Grand 

Prix had honeycomb wheels, white le�er -res, black bucket seats, and a center console and was soon a 

big hit among my friends.  When I drove that car to the county parks I felt invincible, but part of me 

wanted something more.  I s-ll wanted a GTO, the ul-mate Pon-ac.  Something from my past, from my 

high school days, kept chirping in my ear.  It was my Driver’s Educa-on Teacher, Pete Muro, who I 

remember telling stories of his ’65 GTO.  Pete taught me how to drive on Route 30 in North Versailles 

while listening to music from the ‘50’s.  It was the same road that I’m sure he drove his GTO on.  I 

wouldn’t be at peace un-l I owned a ’65 GTO. 

I went to my first Spring Carlisle show in 1987.  When I saw a GTO drive by, I would chase it down the road 

asking the owner if it was for sale.  I returned home with a pocket full of cash and no GTO.  Soon my 

cousin John called me and said he found a 1965 GTO on a farm in Delmont, PA.  I took my friend Curt, who 

was a young auto body technician, and when he saw the car, Curt said I had to buy it.  The GTO was 

owned by an 80 year old lady who was the original owner.  Her mechanic was selling the car for her and 

he said she didn’t want to meet me.  Martha was having a hard -me selling the car.  Her family was 

pressuring her to get something modern and rumor had it she was looking at the all new Buick Grand 

Na-onal! 

I bought the car from Martha’s mechanic and brought it home to Lincoln Avenue.  It was the first -me 

that I bought a car without talking it over with my dad.  He didn’t understand the purchase at the -me 

un-l I leN the keys in it and he took the GTO for a drive.  My dad returned and stopped me on my way 

through the living room, as he oNen did when he had something big to say.  My dad said to me, “Nice car, 

you need to be careful in that thing.”  I took his advice and saved most of my hot rodding for Keystone 

Raceway Park. 
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Through the years, I’ve a�ended countless car shows, raced on the weekends, worked on the GTO every 

winter, and made sure I was ready for the spring and summer months.  I haven’t missed a Spring Carlisle 

Show in 30 years and I always buy parts or memorabilia while at the show.  For me, going to Carlisle is like 

going to the beach for my wife.  I’m in my element and I look forward to it every year. 

Nearly 30 years later, I s-ll own my 1965 GTO.  My friend Curt and several others have restored the car 

more than once during the winter months.  Jim Evanuik rebuilt the engine and I added Hurst wheels a few 

years ago.  I am happy to say that I am involved with the Greater Pi�sburgh GTO Club and I’m ge�ng 

reacquainted with old friends like Ron Sklenar and Pete Muro.  ANer all, without them, I’d probably be 

driving a Ford.  I think my dad would be Pon-ac Proud. 
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Car of the Month 
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WEEKLY CLUB CRUISESWEEKLY CLUB CRUISESWEEKLY CLUB CRUISESWEEKLY CLUB CRUISES    

 

EVERY FRIDAY NIGHT 

WEXFORD STARLIGHT CRUISE 

WEXFORD, PA 

NOTE:  8/14 IS PONTIAC NIGHT! 

 

EVERY SATURDAY NIGHT 

NORWIN HILLS SHOPPING CENTER 

IRWIN, PA 

 

August 4, 2015 

GTO Show at USX 

600 Grant Street, Pi�sburgh PA 

10:00 AM - 2:00 PM 

Cars arrive between 9:00 and 10:00 

 

August 14, 2015 

Pon-ac Night at Wexford Starlite Cruise 

Wexford, PA 

5:00 PM - 9:00 PM 

 

August 16, 2015 

Shriner’s Car Cruise 

1877 Shriners Way, Cheswick, PA 15024 

9:30 AM 

Rain date August 23, 2015 

 

August 18, 2015 

General Membership Mee-ng 

King’s Restaurant (Harmarville) 

5 Alpha Drive East, Pi�sburgh, PA 15238 

6:00 PM Dinner/7:00 PM Mee-ng 

 

September 13, 2015 

Club Picnic 

Maple Grove, White Oak Park 

Time TBD 

 

September 15, 2015 

General Membership Mee-ng 

Perkins Restaurant 

20013 Route 19, Cranberry Township, PA 16066 

6:00 PM Dinner/7:00 PM Mee-ng 

 

September 26 - 27, 2015 

Nostalgia Drags 

Pi�sburgh Interna-onal Dragway 

 

 

October 20, 2015 

General Membership Mee-ng 

Perkins Restaurant 

20013 Route 19, Cranberry Township, PA 16066 

6:00 PM Dinner/7:00 PM Mee-ng 

 

November 17, 2015 

General Membership Mee-ng 

Perkins Restaurant 

20013 Route 19, Cranberry Township, PA 16066 

6:00 PM Dinner/7:00 PM Mee-ng 

 

December 5, 2015 

Club Christmas Party 

Banquets Unlimited, North Hun-ngdon, PA 

Time TBD 

 

December 15, 2015 

General Membership Mee-ng 

Perkins Restaurant 

20013 Route 19, Cranberry Township, PA 16066 

6:00 PM Dinner/7:00 PM Mee-ng 

Club Schedule 
Always check the calendar on our web site for the latest informa-on about our schedule. 
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We are looking for club tech advisors and mee-ng speakers.  Tech advisors 

can specialize in certain year(s) of GTOs or in some func-on related to our 

hobby (general mechanics, bodywork, etc.).  If you are interested in 

becoming a tech advisor or a speaker at one of our mee-ngs, please contact 

any of the officers listed on the front of this newsle�er.  Thank you. 

 

FOR SALE:  1970 Hood – Excellent condi-on - $400.  Email John Owoc at 

je70goat@verizon.net. 

 

FOR SALE:  Scale model GTOs and Firebirds (except 1967 models).  Email 

John Odrey at gtogreaterpgh@comcast.net. 

 

FOR SALE:  Rebuilt 4 barrel  q jet carburetor for a 1973 GTO.  Email John 

Odrey at gtogreaterpgh@comcast.net. 
  

FOR SALE:  1964 GTO front bumper core, 1964 421 block to juice up your 

GTO.  Email at drdiehl@comcast.net or text at 412-973-1229. 

 

Send any items for sale or wanted to newsle�er@greaterpghgto.com.  Adver-sements are free for club 

members but please limit the adver-sements to GTO related items.  The officers reserve the right to 

refuse any adver-sement for any reason.  Submissions are due by the 15
th

 of the month to be included in 

the next issue. 



 

www.greaterpghgto.com  www.facebook.com/GreaterPghGTO www.twi�er.com/GreaterPghGTO  



 

www.greaterpghgto.com  www.facebook.com/GreaterPghGTO www.twi�er.com/GreaterPghGTO  



 

www.greaterpghgto.com  www.facebook.com/GreaterPghGTO www.twi�er.com/GreaterPghGTO  



 

www.greaterpghgto.com  www.facebook.com/GreaterPghGTO www.twi�er.com/GreaterPghGTO  



 

www.greaterpghgto.com  www.facebook.com/GreaterPghGTO www.twi�er.com/GreaterPghGTO  



 

www.greaterpghgto.com  www.facebook.com/GreaterPghGTO www.twi�er.com/GreaterPghGTO  



 

www.greaterpghgto.com  www.facebook.com/GreaterPghGTO www.twi�er.com/GreaterPghGTO  



 

www.greaterpghgto.com  www.facebook.com/GreaterPghGTO www.twi�er.com/GreaterPghGTO  



 

www.greaterpghgto.com  www.facebook.com/GreaterPghGTO www.twi�er.com/GreaterPghGTO  

Website/Newsle�er Content Needed 

If you have pictures of a recent event (cruise, fun run, etc.) and you would like to share them, please describe the 

event and send the pictures to webmaster@greaterpghgto.com or newsle�er@greaterpghgto.com.  Submissions 

are due by the 15
th

 of the month to be included in the next issue. 

Adver#sing Informa#on 
 

Goats Cruisin’ The ‘Burgh is a monthly newsle�er for the Greater Pi�sburgh GTO Car Club.  It is sent to all members 

via email and current and past newsle�ers are available on our web site for anyone to view.  The term for all 

adver-sing is one year. 

• $100 – Full page adver-sement in our newsle�er, your logo on our website main page, and a link to 

your website from the logo.  

• $50 – ½ page adver-sement in our newsle�er, your logo on our website main page, and a link to your 

website from the logo.  

• $25 – Business card adver-sement in our newsle�er, your logo on our website main page, and a link to 

your website from the logo.  

 

Adver#sing Guidelines  
 

Classified ads up to 50 words are free to members.  Add 10 cents per word for any ad over 50 words. Payment is 

due upon submission. Members need to update ads at 3 month intervals or ads will be dropped. Classified ads up 

to 50 words for non-members are $5.00 per issue.  

 

Greater Pi�sburgh GTO Car Club Informa#on  
 

The Greater Pi�sburgh GTO Car Club was formed in 1998 and is an official chapter of the GTO Associa-on of 

America.  Beginning 1/1/2015, we are a 100% GTOAA membership club which means every member of our club 

must also be a member of the GTOAA.  The club welcomes any GTO enthusiast interested in the enjoyment, 

restora-on, and preserva-on of the Pon-ac GTO.  Ownership of a GTO is not required.   

 

Along with our beloved GTOs (old and new), our club members and their families love to get together at the various 

club func-ons and events held throughout the year.  Typical events include cruises, shows, picnics, par-es, and 

more.  The excitement that the GTO brings is a wonderful experience and is only further enhanced by being a 

member of the Greater Pi�sburgh GTO Car Club. 

 

We communicate through this newsle�er, Goats Cruisin’ The ‘Burgh, our website, Facebook, and Twi�er.  

 

Club mee-ngs are the third Tuesday of every month at Perkin’s Restaurant in Cranberry, PA.  Dinner starts at 6:00 

and the mee-ng starts at 7:00. 

 

Membership dues are $45.00 per year and must be paid by 12/15 of the previous year.  The $45 includes the $10 

dues for our club and the $35 dues for the GTOAA.  

 

Address Change? 
 

Has your address, phone, or email recently changed?  Please no-fy Cheryl Kasper at secretary@greaterpghgto.com.  


