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Goats Cruisin’ the ‘Burgh 
Newsle�er of the Greater Pi�sburgh GTO Car Club                                    June 2015 

Editor’s Corner 
By Mike Lou�t 

 

I want to take a moment to thank our recently elected club officers.  Hos%ng 

the 2014 GTOAA Conven%on provided our club with an influx of members and 

enthusiasm.  We needed our officers to capitalize on that influx and make our 

club even be�er.  I think that they have done a tremendous job. 

Just look at what has happened in just the first few months of this year.  

Communica%on has improved (emails, newsle�er, Facebook, Twi�er).  More 

people are involved in commi�ees.  Mee%ng content has improved.  An 

advisory board was created to involve more people in se�ng club direc%on.  

Membership opinions were gathered using online surveys.  We had a club trip 

to Gary Cave’s open house in Maryland.  A club cruise was organized for Norwin 

Hills.  We are involved with the Shriner’s and several members are helping 

them organize their cruise.  I would say that all of that definitely qualifies as an 

ac%ve club!  The really exci%ng thing is that we are just ge�ng started!  This 

was just done in a few months.  The ball is just ge�ng rolling as the saying goes.   

So, thank you club officers.  You are doing a wonderful job.  Also, thank you to 

the members who have volunteered for commi�ees and tasks.   

One big focus for all of us is communica%ons.  We want you to know what is 

going on with the club.  We are working to schedule events sooner and 

communicate them earlier so you can mark your calendars as early as possible.  

We will also recap past events so people can see what they missed and 

hopefully join us the next %me.  This is a work in progress.  We are not where 

we want to be yet but we are improving.  We want the website, Facebook, 

email, and this newsle�er to provide you with all of the things going on in the 

club. 

I hope that you enjoy the newsle�er.  If you have any comments or sugges%ons, 

please send them to newsle�er@greaterpghgto.com. 

 

 

 

The Greater Pi�sburgh 

GTO Car Club is an 

official chapter of the 

GTO Associa!on of 

America (GTOAA).   

 

The Greater Pi�sburgh 

GTO Car Club is for any 
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enjoyment, restora!on, 

and preserva!on of the 

Pon!ac GTO.  
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Officer’s Corner 
By Cheryl Kasper 

 

I can't believe I'm wri%ng this and it's Memorial Day weekend.  Seems like we were just at the Christmas 

party. 

This may be a car club, but I know nothing about cars.  The only 

thing I've said I've learned about GTO's is the difference between a 

66 and 67 is the grill.  OK, my ar%cle could now be over, but it's not.   

When Ken first bought the GTO, the only thing that would get me to 

go to a car cruise was him saying we'd get something to eat.  I'm 

glad he talked me into going because we've met a lot of very nice 

people at cruises and also eaten some really good food. 

Having the Na%onals here last year brought a lot of new people into 

our club and that was great.  I know just si�ng around and talking to 

other spouses while our husbands are walking around admiring cars 

may not be everyone's cup of tea, but it is very enjoyable. You find 

out a lot of informa%on about each other's families and what's going 

on in their lives.  This is my reason to belong to the club.  I've 

enjoyed many hours of si�ng and sharing stories about our kids and 

grandkids. It's like an extended family and I hope you join us at some 

of the cruises.   

We've had some really good %mes at the Na%onals, Kennywood, our 

family picnics and the Christmas par%es and I hope you'll join in on 

the fun.  Just ask about some of the funny things that have 

happened in the past.  My husband is usually involved some how. 

In closing, I'd just like to say thanks to the members of our club who 

have given me many new and close friendships and I hope to have 

many more happy memories in the future.  Please join us in making these memories. 

Officers 

President 

John Owoc 

412-373-0325 

president@greaterpghgto.com 

 

Vice-President 

Ron Sklenar 

412-678-8402 

vice.president@greaterpghgto.com 

 

Treasurer 

Ken Kasper 

724-515-7629 

treasurer@greaterpghgto.com 

Secretary 

Cheryl Kasper 

724-515-7629 

secretary@greaterpghgto.com 
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Meeting Minutes 
By Cheryl Kasper 

 

Minutes from May 19, 2015 mee%ng held at King's Restaurant,  Harmarville  

14 members were in a�endance. 

John welcomed everyone to mee%ng. 

John reminded anyone going to the Na%onals to register by June 1st or pay a late fee. 

The club is going to hold the first GTO local cruise at Norwin on Saturday, May 23rd, rain date May 30th.  

Some of the local members will get there early to reserve a row so we 

can park together.  E-mail John Owoc if you are interested. 

Business cards were passed out at the mee%ng. Please use these 

when you go to cruises to try and get new members.  Put your name 

on back of card to make sure you get credit if someone joins.  You will 

get 6 months of addi%onal paid dues through GTOAA for each new 

member who isn't already a GTOAA member. 

Dash cards have been designed and need laminated.  Cards will be 

passed around. 

Cheryl read minutes from previous mee%ng.  Mo%on to accept 

minutes by Gary Sklenar, seconded by Jim Longo.  Minutes approved 

as read. 

Ken read Treasurer's report.  Mo%on to accept Treasurer's report, , Gary Sklenar, seconded by Orvil 

Osche. 

Ron Sklenar told everyone that if they didn't go to the Gary Cave car show, they really missed a great 

%me.   

Commi�ee reports: 

2015 family picnic being held on Sunday, September 13. 

Shriner Cruise - Ken said help will be needed for parking cars, traffic and tabula%on. 

Jim Mastroianni gave out flyers about McKenna Ac%vity Center First Annual Car Cruise in Greensburg on 

Friday, September 11 from 5 to 8 p.m. 

Pon%ac Night at Wexford Church Cruise on August 14th. 

Kennywood Day - July 3rd and 4th.  Friday is filled and two spots leN for Saturday.  Let Cheryl know if 

interested and I will put your name on the list. 

Christmas Party - December 5th at Banquets Unlimited, North Hun%ngdon. Chris Sklenar is chairperson. 

USX Tower Car Show- John Bacha will get informa%on. 

Any Bylaw changes or new requests need submi�ed to Jim Longo by August 18th mee%ng so they can be 

voted on at September mee%ng. 

Cheryl gave informa%on on new member: 
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New member: 

Steve Morris - Birthday 3/30 

Ann Morris - Birthday 12/7 

408B East Greene Street 

Carmichaels  PA  15320 

724-966-9633 

e-mail - PA_Coonhunter@yahoo.com 

1967 Hardtop Coupe 

Anniversary - 2/28 

New Business: 

Mo%on was made by Orvil and seconded by Gary to make budget for Christmas party $550.00.  Mo%on 

was voted on and passed. 

Next mee%ng will be June 16th at Perkins Restaurant in Cranberry 

Mo%on to adjourn by Pete Muro and seconded by Gary Sklenar. 

Mee%ng adjourned 
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Norwin Hills Club Cruise 

By Mike Lou�t 

 

We have been talking since the 2014 conven%on about 

building on the momentum of that event and making 

our club be�er.  One of the ways we wanted to do that 

was to become more ac%ve.  What be�er way to be 

more ac%ve in a CAR CLUB than to encourage members 

to a�end the same car cruise!  What be�er car cruise is 

there than Norwin Hills, arguably one of the biggest 

weekly cruises in the area! 

May 23rd was selected as the date for the first club 

cruise at Norwin Hills.  Honestly, we had no idea what to 

expect.  What would the weather be like?  How many people would a�end?  To our knowledge, no other 

club had tried to pull off ge�ng a number of club cars together at Norwin Hills. 

We were really lucky with the weather.  May 23rd turned 

out to be a spectacular day.  The day was sunny but not 

too hot.  The evening was cool and comfortable.  In other 

words, great cruising weather. 

Normally, we park along the grass at Norwin.  Those are 

prime spots because you get to put your chairs in the 

grass instead of on the asphalt.  Also, you get to watch 

the cars come and go.  However, we decided prior to the 

cruise that we would move to one of the last rows of the 

cruise so we could save a number of spots.  John Owoc 

arrived early and saved a row for our club.  I pulled up about an hour aNer John and was ecsta%c to see 

about 7 GTOs already there.  I parked and placed my chair with the group.  Over the next hour, a number 

of other GTOs arrived un%l we had 13 GTOs in a row!   

It really was a great event.  The weather was perfect.  

There were about 500 cars at the cruise.  We had 13 

GTOs in a row that a�racted a lot of a�en%on.  Plus we 

spent a few hours with friends.  I can’t wait un%l we do it 

again.  Maybe we can get over 20 cars next %me! 

More pictures can be found on the website at 

www.greaterpghgto.com/html/pictures.html. 
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GTO Book 
 

Our club has the opportunity to purchase the book Pon�ac GTO 50 Years The Original Muscle Car at a 

significant discount.  If we combine our orders through the club, we can get copies of the book for over 

50% off.  The original price is $55.  Through the club, we can get copies for $25 plus tax.  Club members 

who have seen the book have given it posi%ve reviews.  If you are interested in ordering a copy of the 

book through the club, please contact Ken Kasper at treasurer@greaterpghgto.com and tell him how 

many copies you would like. 

The first batch of books has been received.  If you ordered one, please see Ken at a membership mee%ng 

to get your book or contact him at treasurer@greaterpghgto.com to make other arrangements. 

Car of the Month 
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WEEKLY CLUB CRUISESWEEKLY CLUB CRUISESWEEKLY CLUB CRUISESWEEKLY CLUB CRUISES    

 

EVERY FRIDAY NIGHT 

WEXFORD STARLIGHT CRUISE 

WEXFORD, PA 

NOTE:  8/14 IS PONTIAC NIGHT! 

 

EVERY SATURDAY NIGHT 

NORWIN HILLS SHOPPING CENTER 

IRWIN, PA 

 

June 16, 2015 

General Membership Mee%ng 

Perkins Restaurant, Cranberry, PA 

6:00 PM Dinner/7:00 PM Mee%ng 

 

July 3-4, 2015 

Kennywood Park 

 

July 7-11, 2015 

GTOAA Na%onals 

Columbus, IN 

 

July 18-19, 2015 

Pi�sburgh Vintage Grand Prix 

Schenley Park 

Pi�sburgh, PA 

 

July 21, 2015 

General Membership Mee%ng 

King’s Restaurant, Harmarville, PA 

6:00 PM Dinner/7:00 PM Mee%ng 

 

July 21-25, 2015 

POCI Na%onals 

Louisville, KY 

 

July 31 – August 2, 2015 

Ames Pon%ac Na%onals 

Norwalk, OH 

 

August 14, 2015 

Pon%ac Night at Wexford Starlite Cruise 

Wexford, PA 

5:00 PM - 9:00 PM 

 

August 16, 2015 

Shriner’s Car Cruise 

Harmarville, PA 

Time TBD 

 

August 18, 2015 

General Membership Mee%ng 

Perkins Restaurant, Cranberry, PA 

6:00 PM Dinner/7:00 PM Mee%ng 

 

August 23, 2015 

Shriner’s Car Cruise Rain Date 

Harmarville, PA 

Time TBD 

 

September 13, 2015 

Club Picnic 

Maple Grove 

White Oak Park 

Time TBD 

 

September 15, 2015 

General Membership Mee%ng 

Perkins Restaurant, Cranberry, PA 

6:00 PM Dinner/7:00 PM Mee%ng 

 

October 20, 2015 

General Membership Mee%ng 

Perkins Restaurant, Cranberry, PA 

6:00 PM Dinner/7:00 PM Mee%ng 

 

November 17, 2015 

General Membership Mee%ng 

Perkins Restaurant, Cranberry, PA 

6:00 PM Dinner/7:00 PM Mee%ng 

 

December 5, 2015 

Club Christmas Party 

Banquets Unlimited, North Hun%ngdon, PA 

Time TBD 

 

December 15, 2015 

General Membership Mee%ng 

Perkins Restaurant, Cranberry, PA 

6:00 PM Dinner/7:00 PM Mee%ng 

Club Schedule 
Always check the calendar on our web site for the latest information about our schedule. 
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We are looking for club tech advisors and mee%ng speakers.  Tech advisors 

can specialize in certain year(s) of GTOs or in some func%on related to our 

hobby (general mechanics, bodywork, etc.).  If you are interested in 

becoming a tech advisor or a speaker at one of our mee%ngs, please contact 

any of the officers listed on the front of this newsle�er.  Thank you. 

FOR SALE:  1970 Hood – Excellent condi%on - $400.  Email John Owoc at 

je70goat@verizon.net. 

 

FOR SALE:  Scale model GTOs and Firebirds (except 1967 models).  Email 

John Odrey at greaterpghgto@windstream.net. 

 

Send any items for sale or wanted to newsle�er@greaterpghgto.com.  

Adver%sements are free for club members but please limit the 

adver%sements to GTO related items.  The officers reserve the right to refuse 

any adver%sement for any reason.  Submissions are due by the 15
th

 of the 

month to be included in the next issue. 

On May 26th, you should all have received an email from John Owoc asking you 

to complete a survey.  I know the reac%on most people have when they are 

asked to complete a survey.  I have the same reac%on.  But this one is important.  

This is YOUR club.  The officers and the advisory board really want your input.  

The more that you voice your opinion, the be�er this club will be.  The survey 

only takes 5 minutes to complete.  If you have not completed the survey, please 

take a few minutes to complete it.  Thank you to Jim Longo for crea%ng the 

survey and thank you to everyone who took the %me to express their opinions.  If 

you have any ques%ons about the survey, please contact the club officers at 

officers@greaterpghgto.com.    
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Website/Newsletter Content Needed 

If you have pictures of a recent event (cruise, fun run, etc.) and you would like to share them, please describe the 

event and send the pictures to webmaster@greaterpghgto.com or newsle�er@greaterpghgto.com.  Submissions 

are due by the 15
th

 of the month to be included in the next issue. 

Advertising Information 
 

Goats Cruisin’ The ‘Burgh is a monthly newsle�er for the Greater Pi�sburgh GTO Car Club.  It is sent to all members 

via email and current and past newsle�ers are available on our web site for anyone to view.  The term for all 

adver%sing is one year. 

• $100 – Full page adver%sement in our newsle�er, your logo on our website main page, and a link to 

your website from the logo.  

• $50 – ½ page adver%sement in our newsle�er, your logo on our website main page, and a link to your 

website from the logo.  

• $25 – Business card adver%sement in our newsle�er, your logo on our website main page, and a link to 

your website from the logo.  

 

Advertising Guidelines  
 

Classified ads up to 50 words are free to members.  Add 10 cents per word for any ad over 50 words. Payment is 

due upon submission. Members need to update ads at 3 month intervals or ads will be dropped. Classified ads up 

to 50 words for non-members are $5.00 per issue.  

 

Greater Pittsburgh GTO Car Club Information  
 

The Greater Pi�sburgh GTO Car Club was formed in 1998 and is an official chapter of the GTO Associa%on of 

America.  Beginning 1/1/2015, we are a 100% GTOAA membership club which means every member of our club 

must also be a member of the GTOAA.  The club welcomes any GTO enthusiast interested in the enjoyment, 

restora%on, and preserva%on of the Pon%ac GTO.  Ownership of a GTO is not required.   

 

Along with our beloved GTOs (old and new), our club members and their families love to get together at the various 

club func%ons and events held throughout the year.  Typical events include cruises, shows, picnics, par%es, and 

more.  The excitement that the GTO brings is a wonderful experience and is only further enhanced by being a 

member of the Greater Pi�sburgh GTO Car Club. 

 

We communicate through this newsle�er, Goats Cruisin’ The ‘Burgh, our website, Facebook, and Twi�er.  

 

Club mee%ngs are the third Tuesday of every month at Perkin’s Restaurant in Cranberry, PA.  Dinner starts at 6:00 

and the mee%ng starts at 7:00. 

 

Membership dues are $45.00 per year and must be paid by 12/15 of the previous year.  The $45 includes the $10 

dues for our club and the $35 dues for the GTOAA.  

 

Address Change? 
 

Has your address, phone, or email recently changed?  Please no%fy Cheryl Kasper at secretary@greaterpghgto.com.  

This will help us keep you informed about the club.  Thank you. 


