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Editor’s Editor’s Editor’s Editor’s CornerCornerCornerCorner    

I cannot believe that I am typing this, but this is the last 

newsletter before the convention!  How did that 

happen?  Where did the time go?  All of the planning 

that has been going on for the last few years will soon 

be over.  Cars will begin arriving in less than one month. 

The obvious question is, “Will we be ready?”  If we are 

honest with ourselves, the answer is yes and no.  All of 

the work that we have done over the last few years will 

result in getting (hopefully) a lot of things right.  But, 

not everything will go right.  I believe that it is how we 

react to those things that do not go right that will 

determine the success of this event.  If you are the 

person that discovers a problem or is told of a problem, 

the first thing that we are going to ask you to do is 

think.  Do not react immediately.  Figure out the best 

course of action from that point forward.  How can you 

resolve the issue?  How can we best satisfy our guest?  

Do you need to get someone else involved? 

First impressions mean everything.  If someone has a 

problem getting into the facility, getting through 

registration, getting through tech, or getting parked, 

their opinion of the convention is already getting 

formed in a negative way.  But there is an opportunity 

there to show our guest that we can work through their 

problem and resolve it.  That will go a long way to 

improving their opinion of the event.   

Some of us have been involved with large events.  A lot 

of us have not.  Please believe me when I tell you that it 

will help tremendously if you spend a considerable 

amount of time over the next few weeks thinking about 

different scenarios and how you would handle them.  

Yes, you can’t think of everything.  But you can think of 

some things.  For example, a GTO breaks down in the 

line going to tech.  Nobody is going to be happy but is 

our guest going to have a better opinion of the event if 

the people in tech stand around and have no idea what 

to do as the lines get longer and longer or if the people 

in tech move some cones and get the cars lined up in a 

side parking lot and stage cars there where the owners 

can shut off their cars and not be stuck in a line all the 

way out onto 22?  If the people in tech spent a little 

time BEFORE the event to do some planning, we can 

make adjustments to improve the experience of our 

guests when things happen.  As I said, I understand that 

you cannot plan for everything.  But is a car breaking 

down trying to get through tech so farfetched?  Don’t 

we owe it to our guests to at least think about the 

things that have a higher probability of happening?   

One more example.  A storm hits.  One big impact here 

is pictures.  What do we do?  How do we handle this?  

This is Pittsburgh.  Rain is a definite possibility.  Again, 

we owe it to our guests to know what to do if it storms.  

How will the pictures be taken?   

One example for me.  I will be at registration helping 

people who have registration issues or who need to 

register.  I could assume that I will have WiFi and the 

laptop(s) will work.  But what if they don’t?  It happens 

enough that I should have a backup.  We will have 

paper registration forms available in case there is a 

problem registering online.  Can you imagine someone 

showing up wanting to register and we have to turn 

them away because WiFi is down?  Some may think this 

is a silly example but put yourself in the shoes of our 

guest.  To them, it’s the difference between them 

registering, coming back later to (hopefully) register 

when WiFi is available, or possibly leaving never to 

come back. 

This is the final push.  Let’s do everything that we can to 

make this a great event for our guests.  Let’s work to 

make things go right, plan for what to do if they don’t, 

and stay calm and work the problem when it does. 

If you have any suggestions or comments about this 

newsletter, please send them to  

newsletter@greaterpghgto.com.  Thanks for reading.  

   

Mike Louttit 

Officer’s Officer’s Officer’s Officer’s CornerCornerCornerCorner 

Hello Everyone! 

 

As luck would have it, I'm responsible for June's Officers 

Corner, The Convention Corner, and a whole lot of 

other TO-DO's for the convention.  I'll keep this very 

brief this month.  

 

I thought you might want to know that our Pittsburgh 

GTO Club membership continues to grow, while other 

clubs have lost members. Some of the growth can be 

attributed to the GTOAA National Convention being 

held by our club this year. Some of the growth is 

because we have a club that has members that enjoy 

the company of the other members.  

 



I have never been to a club function where someone 

was disappointed because they joined us that day. It's 

no secret, the members make the club.  Without you it 

wouldn't be a club. It's not much fun sitting around by 

yourself. So if you haven't been out with us, or have 

been reluctant to join us in the past, why don't you 

consider an up-coming event?  

 

The Convention is something you don't want to miss. 

There's the Vintage Grand Prix, The Starlite Friday night 

Cruise, the family picnic in September, just to mention a 

few. I promise you a good time no matter what the 

event.  

 

I'm sure Mike will have a schedule of upcoming events, 

in this newsletter for you to choose from. 

 

See I told you I would be "brief".  Hope to see you at 

one of our Club's event. 

 

John Owoc 

V.P. Greater Pittsburgh GTO car Club 

 ConConConConvention Cornervention Cornervention Cornervention Corner    

Welcome once again to the Convention Corner.  

The time is and has been passing by quickly, so this will 

be the last edition of this column. At least not until we 

do the next convention in 2024. 

Yes that's right, it's the final edition that I have to write 

because as I write this, there are only 34 days until the 

"Fun Begins". 

As I look back over the last 3 plus years, countless hours 

have been offered up by those on the Steering 

Committee. I would like to take this opportunity to 

thank each one of them for their time and dedication 

that they have provided for the benefit of our club so 

that we could hold this Convention in Pittsburgh. These 

are the folks that made this convention happen! 

A most sincere "Thank You" to: Alan, Johnny O , Carol, 

Cindy, Cheryl, Kenny, Steve, Bill, Joe, and finally and 

certainly not the least, Mike AKA (Mr. I.T.) How would 

we have done all this I.T. work without you? 

I might also suggest that when any of you see these 

folks, please offer up a personal expression of your 

gratitude to them. They really deserve the recognition, 

and a Thank You from each of you. 

Also, many of you have stepped up and responded to 

our request to volunteer some time, the Committee 

Chairs appreciate all the offers they have received.  

Those of you that still can't decide if you want to help, I 

appeal to you one last time. Please consider helping, 

this is your Club, the more help we get the easier it is on 

all of us.  

If you can't help at all, won't you consider at least 

making a donation for the purpose of supporting the 

charities that will benefit from our convention. We are 

in need of items for Cheryl's Silent Auction. i.e. Gift 

cards, Items that can be used or redeemed nationally 

would be great to donate. Keep in mind we have guests 

coming from more than 25 states and Canada. 

The Silent Auction will donate 100% of the proceeds to 

The Independence Fund. This charity provides "Special 

Wheel Chairs" to our returning Veterans so that they 

can once again enjoy activities that are not possible in a 

standard type wheel chair. 

You can contact Cheryl Kasper directly @ 724-515-7629, 

or get in touch with me. My E Mail is 

je70goat@verizon.net 

Hope to see each of you at the convention. I can't 

imagine anyone missing this one!  

John Owoc 

Co-Chairman 2014 GTOAA National Convention 

2014 Dues2014 Dues2014 Dues2014 Dues    

Greater Pittsburgh GTO Club dues for 2014 are now 

past due!  If you have not paid your 2014 dues, please 

send a check for $10 payable to Greater Pittsburgh GTO 

Club to Alan Fabritius 136 Ridge Avenue, Beaver Falls, 

PA 15010.  Thank you! 

Club SecretaryClub SecretaryClub SecretaryClub Secretary    

We are in need of a club secretary.  Bonnie Fabritius has 

resigned as secretary but will continue to be the 

membership coordinator.  We thank Bonnie for all of 

her service as secretary.  If you are interested in being 

considered for secretary or you would like more 

information about the position, please contact any club 

officer.   



Meeting MinutesMeeting MinutesMeeting MinutesMeeting Minutes    

The club has 79 members currently. 

 

GTO picnic - September 6 

  

Christmas party changed to December 6 

  

June 22 - Bella Luna car cruise 

  

July 11 - Northway Church, GTO is featured car. Cruises 

held here every Friday from Memorial Day to Labor Day. 

  

Norwin car cruise held every Saturday night all summer 

  

$400 sent to Independence Fund 

  

Cheryl, someone Joe knew, has a 1970 GTO for sale. It's 

gold with vinyl top, 4 speed, 70,693 miles. Call for 

details 412-805-9210. 

  

16 members in attendance 

  

Johnny O won 50/50 - $9.00 

Cheryl Kasper 

2014 Convention 2014 Convention 2014 Convention 2014 Convention InformationInformationInformationInformation    

We are working hard to provide up to date information 

to our club and our guests for the convention.  The 

following are ways to find information about the 

convention: 

• Attend our monthly club and convention 

meetings 

• Visit our website 

www.greaterpghgto.com 

• “Like” us on Facebook 

www.facebook.com/GreaterPghGTO 

• “Follow” us on Twitter 

www.twitter.com/GreaterPghGTO 

• Join the 2014 GTOAA Convention Facebook 

Group.  Search for “2014 GTOAA Convention” in 

Facebook and request to join the group. 

 

Your help is still needed for the 2014 Convention.  If you 

have not yet volunteered to help on a committee and 

you would like to, please contact any club officer.  They 

can discuss with you where our needs are greatest and 

try to match that up with your interests.   

 

The committees are: 

• Activities  

o Chairperson:  John Odrey 

• Car Show/Grounds 

o Chairperson:  Ken Kasper 

• Drag Race 

o Chairperson:  Bill Gilbert 

• Finance  

o Chairperson:  Alan Fabritius 

• Hotel  

o Chairperson:  Carol Odrey 

• Registration/Promotion/Sponsors 

o Chairperson:  Cheryl Kasper  

• Security 

o Chairperson:  John Owoc 

• Signage  

o Chairperson: Joe Barber (banners) and 

Ken Kasper (signs) 

• Swap Meet  

o Chairperson:  Joe Barber 

• Website/Social Media 

o Chairperson:  Mike Louttit 

 

Car of the MonthCar of the MonthCar of the MonthCar of the Month    

The June 2014 Car of the Month is the beautiful 1971 

GTO owned by Gerry Kerna. 

 

 
 

Gerry provided the following information. 

 

I purchased my 1971 Pontiac GTO back in 1977. The car 

was all original and had been driven daily but I put it 

aside for recreational use. In July of 1999 a frame-off 

restoration was completed under the direction of Bill 

Hahn, currently of Hahn – Vorbach Associates in 

Harmony, PA. My GTO is Starlight Black with tan 

interior. It has the 400/4 speed combination with Rally 

IIs, Firestone G70-14s, a Formula Steering wheel and a 



factory stripe package. It was featured in High 

Performance Pontiac magazine and has won various 

awards from the AACA, ISCA, POCI, GTOAA, Good Guys 

Association and the Amelia Island Concours d’Elegance. 

These days I enjoy driving the GTO as much as I can 

during Pennsylvania’s fair weather months! 

 

Welcome Recent New MembersWelcome Recent New MembersWelcome Recent New MembersWelcome Recent New Members    
 

No new members since the last newsletter. 

Club ScheduleClub ScheduleClub ScheduleClub Schedule    

Always check the calendar on our web site for the latest 

information about our schedule. 

June 14, 2014 – 8:00 AM 

Convention Meeting 

DoubleTree Hotel, Monroeville, PA 

 

June 17, 2014 – 6:00 PM (dinner) 7:00 PM (meeting) 

General Membership Meeting 

Perkin’s Restaurant, Cranberry Township, PA 

 

June 22, 2014 

Bella Luna Cruise 

Please try to attend this as this is a test run for the 

Convention Kickoff Cruise!! 

 

June 22, 2014 

Budd Baer Cruise 

 

June 28, 2014 – 8:00 AM 

Convention Meeting 

DoubleTree Hotel, Monroeville, PA 

 

July 1 – 5, 2014 

GTOAA Convention!!! 

Monroeville Convention Center, Monroeville, PA 

 

July 11, 2014 

Starlite Cruise in Wexford 

GTO is the featured car! 

 

July 15, 2014 – 6:00 PM (dinner) 7:00 PM (meeting) 

General Membership Meeting 

Perkin’s Restaurant, Cranberry Township, PA 

 

July 19 – 20, 2014 

Pittsburgh Vintage Grand Prix 

Schenley Park 

 

August 19, 2014 – 6:00 PM (dinner) 7:00 PM (meeting) 

General Membership Meeting 

Perkin’s Restaurant, Cranberry Township, PA 

 

September 6, 2014 

Club Picnic 

 

September 16, 2014 – 6:00 PM (dinner) 7:00 PM 

(meeting)  ** may be replaced by picnic *** 

General Membership Meeting 

Perkin’s Restaurant, Cranberry Township, PA 

 

October 21, 2014 – 6:00 PM (dinner) 7:00 PM (meeting) 

General Membership Meeting 

Perkin’s Restaurant, Cranberry Township, PA 

 

November 18, 2014 – 6:00 PM (dinner) 7:00 PM 

(meeting) 

General Membership Meeting 

Perkin’s Restaurant, Cranberry Township, PA 

 

December 6, 2014 – Christmas Party 

Hickory Heights Golf Course 

Pittsburgh Vintage Grand PrixPittsburgh Vintage Grand PrixPittsburgh Vintage Grand PrixPittsburgh Vintage Grand Prix    

While the Mini is the Marque of the Year at the 

Pittsburgh Vintage Grand Prix, the GTO has been 

selected as the 2014 Spotlight Car!  Our club is the host 

club for the 2014 Spotlight.  According to their website, 

the GTOs will be parked along Schenley Drive where the 

Mustangs usually park.  We need to make a BIG 

showing at the event!  There many events leading up to 

the actual race weekend.  The Car Show weekend is July 

19th and 20th.  You must register to bring a car.  

Registration is good for both days.  See the website for 

the Pittsburgh Vintage Grand Prix (www.pvgp.org) for 

event information.  

 

It is a great weekend.  Let’s show Pittsburgh how many 

GTOs we have around the city! 

 

 
 



ClClClClassified Adsassified Adsassified Adsassified Ads    

FOR SALE:  1970 Hood and Front Bumper – Excellent 

condition - $400 each or both for $700.  Email John 

Owoc at je70goat@verizon.net. 

 

WANTED:  1966 – 1967 GTO or LeMans convertible top 

switch.  Call John Bacha at 412-343-4445. 

 

Send any items for sale or wanted to 

newsletter@greaterpghgto.com.  Advertisements are 

free for club members but please limit the 

advertisements to GTO related items.  The officers 

reserve the right to refuse any advertisement for any 

reason.  Submissions are due by the 15th of the month 

to be included in the next issue. 

Club Items for SaleClub Items for SaleClub Items for SaleClub Items for Sale    

This section will show all of the club items that we have 

for sale.  This section will be completed in an upcoming 

issue. 

  



 



 



2014 GTOAA Convention Sponsors2014 GTOAA Convention Sponsors2014 GTOAA Convention Sponsors2014 GTOAA Convention Sponsors    

 

Major Sponsors 

 
 

 

Sponsors 

 
 

  

 
 

 
 

 

 

Would you like to sponsor our club or the 

2014 GTOAA Convention? 

Your advertisement could be here! 

Contact Cheryl Kasper at 

cherylbk@comcast.net. 



 



 



Website/Newsletter Content NeededWebsite/Newsletter Content NeededWebsite/Newsletter Content NeededWebsite/Newsletter Content Needed    
 

If you have pictures of a recent event (cruise, fun run, 

etc.) and you would like to share them, please describe 

the event and send the pictures to 

webmaster@greaterpghgto.com or 

newsletter@greaterpghgto.com.  Submissions are due 

by the 15th of the month to be included in the next 

issue. 

 

If your car is selected for Car of the Month, we will ask 

you for some information about your car to include with 

the pictures.  We would like to know when and where 

you bought the car, what you have done to it, where 

you like to go in it, and anything else you would like to 

tell us.  If your car is selected for Car of the Month, we 

will contact you.  Get your thoughts ready!  

 

Advertising InformationAdvertising InformationAdvertising InformationAdvertising Information    
 

Goats Cruisin’ The ‘Burgh is a monthly newsletter for 

the Greater Pittsburgh GTO Club.  It is sent to all 

members via email and current and past newsletters 

are available on our web site for anyone to view. 

$100 – Full page advertisement in our newsletter, your 

logo on our website main page, and a link to your 

website from the logo.  

$50 – ½ page advertisement in our newsletter, your 

logo on our website main page, and a link to your 

website from the logo.  

$25 – Business card advertisement in our newsletter, 

your logo on our website main page, and a link to your 

website from the logo.  

The term for all advertising is one year. 

 

Advertising Guidelines Advertising Guidelines Advertising Guidelines Advertising Guidelines     
 

Classified ads up to 50 words are free to members.  Add 

10 cents per word for any ad over 50 words. Payment is 

due upon submission. Members need to update ads at 3 

month intervals or ads will be dropped. Classified ads 

up to 50 words for non-members are $5.00 per issue.  

 

Greater PittsburghGreater PittsburghGreater PittsburghGreater Pittsburgh    GTO Club GTO Club GTO Club GTO Club 

Information Information Information Information     
 

The Greater Pittsburgh GTO Club was formed in 1998 

and is an official chapter of the GTO Association of 

America.  The club welcomes any GTO enthusiast 

interested in the enjoyment, restoration, and 

preservation of the Pontiac GTO.  Ownership of a GTO is 

not required.   

 

Along with our beloved GTOs (old and new), our club 

members and their families love to get together at the 

various club functions and events held throughout the 

year.  Typical events include cruises, shows, picnics, 

parties, and more.  The excitement that the GTO brings 

is a wonderful experience and is only further enhanced 

by being a member of the Greater Pittsburgh GTO Club. 

 

We communicate through this newsletter, Goats 

Cruisin’ The ‘Burgh, our website, Facebook, and Twitter.  

 

Club meetings are the third Tuesday of every month at 

Perkin’s Restaurant in Cranberry, PA.  Dinner starts at 

6:00 and the meeting starts at 7:00. 

 

Membership dues are $10.00 per year on a calendar 

year basis. 

 

www.greaterpghgto.com 

www.facebook.com/GreaterPghGTO 

www.twitter.com/GreaterPghGTO 

 

Address Change?Address Change?Address Change?Address Change?    
 

Has your address, phone, or email recently changed?  

Please notify Bonnie Fabritius, our club secretary, at 

secretary@greaterpghgto.com.  This will help us keep 

you informed about the club.  Thank you. 


