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Editor’s Editor’s Editor’s Editor’s CornerCornerCornerCorner    

When the club started to think about applying to host a 

convention (what were you all thinking??), the issues 

were at the 10,000 foot level.  What are the possible 

facilities that could hold a convention?  What parts of 

the area should we concentrate on?  What are the 

possibilities for a host hotel?  What dates should we 

pick?  And so on. 

Once those decisions were made, it was time to go 

down a level.  It was time to identify a steering 

committee, specific committees, and committee 

chairpersons.   

Once those decisions were made, it was time to go 

down another level.  Each committee chairperson 

identified responsibilities for their individual 

committees. 

We kept “peeling the onion” going one level deeper 

each time.  Well, we’re down to the final few levels.  

This is where we need every club member and family 

that is able to step up.   

Many of you have already responded to the volunteer 

preference appeal.  We are using this information to 

place volunteers where they would most like to work in 

the time slots they prefer.  Of course, everyone will not 

always get exactly what they want but we will do our 

best.  Thank you in advance for your understanding if 

we need to make some adjustments. 

If you have not yet responded to the volunteer 

preference appeal, please do it today.  We need this 

information to identify where we are covered for 

volunteers and where there are gaps.  Please go to: 

http://www.123contactform.com/form-534351/Convention-

Volunteer 

If you have any questions on filling out the form, please 

call me at 412-215-9408 or send an email to 

mlouttit68gto@outlook.com.  Thank you. 

It has been a long road.  It has been stressful.  But the 

excitement is building.  The convention is only two 

months away! 

Now, a repeat of my appeal over the last few months….. 

Since we are hosting the 2014 GTOAA National 

Convention this year, we are conducting a GTOAA 

membership push.  The GTOAA provides many benefits 

to our hobby, all of the chapters (including our club), 

and each club member.  Now that Pontiac is gone, 

organizations like the GTOAA are needed more than 

ever to keep the Pontiac community together.  The 

GTOAA provides all of its chapters with insurance 

coverage for events (this is a HUGE benefit to all 

chapters).  The GTOAA also provides its monthly 

magazine The Legend, access to tech experts, discounts 

at many suppliers, and access to its national convention 

to all members.  For these reasons and many more, if 

you are not a member, please consider joining the 

GTOAA today.   Please note, you must be a GTOAA 

member to attend the 2014 GTOAA Convention in 

Pittsburgh. 

If you have any suggestions or comments about this 

newsletter, please send them to  

newsletter@greaterpghgto.com.  Thanks for reading.  

   

Mike Louttit 

Officer’s Officer’s Officer’s Officer’s CornerCornerCornerCorner 

Well the webmaster just informed me it was my turn 

for the officer’s corner talk. I tried to convince him he 

was wrong but he wasn’t buying it. 

Here it is May already and time to get the car out of 

storage. It seems like I just put it away two years ago, Is 

it just me or was that a long hard winter. What’s your 

thoughts on that Bill (I was golfing in Florida all winter) 

Gilbert. I’m really jealous, wish I could be a snowbird, 

someday maybe. 

We all do different things during the winter months. I 

usually store my car off site and never see it for six 

months. Others use the time to refurbish something, 

some just think about redoing something, that’s me. I 

kept my GTO home this year intending to change a few 

things, didn’t happen though. I spent a lot of time 

thinking about how many stink bugs found refuge in my 

car over the winter. I was a little apprehensive when 

Bonnie and I and the dog took the maiden voyage last 

week. Bonnie goes into panic mode when approached 

by a stink bug. Fortunately we saw none. I meant to 

check my air cleaner before we went but I forgot. 

Some of our club members have been working very 

hard on the National Event coming up in July. I’m sure a 

lot of people throughout the country can’t wait for it to 

get here. Some local members probably can’t wait for it 

to be over. Either way it will be a very exciting event 



when it all comes together. Personally I was hoping for 

a more exotic place for my summer vacation .But you 

can’t go wrong being someplace where there are GTOs.  

I guess we have a couple of fun runs in the planning this 

summer. I always enjoy these and try to participate 

when I can. It’s really neat to have a long string of GTOs 

going down the highway. I hope we can get longer 

strings this year; we need to encourage our newer 

members to join us. Let’s make the May run to Oglebay 

our best one yet. Get them GTOs dusted off and ready 

to roll. 

We currently have 78 members in the club.  I would like 

to make a motion that all the members of the Greater 

Pittsburgh GTO Car Club attend the GTOAA Nationals in 

Monroeville, Pa on July 1 – 5, 2014. All those in favor 

say aye. Those opposed say Nay. The Ayes have it. See 

you there. 

Your Club Treasurer, 

Alan 

 ConConConConvention Cornervention Cornervention Cornervention Corner    

Welcome to the Convention Corner. 

As I write this article, in only two months, the 2014 

GTOAA National Convention will have concluded and be 

history.  It's almost hard to believe that this entire 

process that began more than 3 years ago, will be upon 

us in about 50 days. 

The Steering Committee continues to work hard on the 

final details, the work never seems to end. There is 

always some small, or in some case, large issue that 

pops up and needs addressed. 

Many of you have responded to our request for 

Volunteer help, and we sincerely Thank You and 

appreciate your offer of time and help. 

Those of you that have not yet responded, it's NOT too 

late to step up and help your fellow club members. The 

more help we have the less everyone else has to do. 

Won't you please consider giving us some of your 

time if you have not already signed up? 

Those of you that have stepped up to help should 

expect a call or an E Mail from one of the Committee 

Chairpersons advising you what to expect and when and 

where you will be needed. Once again we Thank You 

and believe me, we can't do this without your help. 

For those of you that still want to help and have been 

waiting to Volunteer, as I said above, it's NOT too late. 

Please click on the "Link" I have provided here, it will 

get you signed up. 

http://www.123contactform.com/form-534351/Convention-

Volunteer 

 As a brief update to what is "Happening" in regards to 

the convention. In addition to the events scheduled, we 

have a great list of guest speakers, some that have 

never been heard at a National Convention. 

One in particular is Russ Gee, He was the engineer that 

was asked by John DeLorean, if he could put the 389ci 

motor into the "Lemans" (which he said YES) and the 

rest is history, The GTO was born! I understand Russ is a 

most interesting person to hear speak and has lots of 

inside stories. 

On another note to those of you that are planning to 

participate in the Convention activities with, or without 

your car, please register ASAP. We need to know what, 

if any events, you are planning to attend. i.e. Awards 

Banquet, Parking Lot Party, Kick off Cruise etc. 

The Steering Committee has also named the 

Independence Fund as a charity that we will make a 

donation to. This very special fund enables our 

returning veterans the ability to once again enjoy their 

mobility and also enjoy some of the activities they like 

to do with a special wheel chair. These wheel chairs are 

fitted with "Tracks" that enable our veterans to travel in 

areas where a "normal" wheel chair is not able to go, 

"Off Road" into parks, fishing at a lake, etc. This is a 

great charity that as a club, we have supported and we 

will also support with a portion of our 

convention proceeds. 

Cheryl Kasper has also decided to use all the proceeds 

from her "Silent Auction" to be directed to the 

Independence Fund Charity. If any of you, personally, or 

if you have a business, and would like to donate items 

for this Silent Auction, Cheryl would be more than 

happy to accept your offering.  Please consider this 

request to donate and offer something that can be used 

by any of our attending out of town guests. (National 

Gift Cards for Restaurants, Department Stores,  

Company T Shirts, Car maintenance Products, etc.) 

Hope to see all of you soon, in some way or another.  

Should you have any questions or comments feel free to 

E Mail me. @ je70goat@verizon.net 

John Owoc 

Co-Chairman 2014 GTOAA National Convention 



2014 Dues2014 Dues2014 Dues2014 Dues    

Greater Pittsburgh GTO Club dues for 2014 are now 

past due!  If you have not paid your 2014 dues, please 

send a check for $10 payable to Greater Pittsburgh GTO 

Club to Alan Fabritius 136 Ridge Avenue, Beaver Falls, 

PA 15010.  Thank you! 

Club SecretaryClub SecretaryClub SecretaryClub Secretary    

We are in need of a club secretary.  Bonnie Fabritius has 

resigned as secretary but will continue to be the 

membership coordinator.  We thank Bonnie for all of 

her service as secretary.  If you are interested in being 

considered for secretary or you would like more 

information about the position, please contact any club 

officer.   

Meeting MinutesMeeting MinutesMeeting MinutesMeeting Minutes    

Bill Markowsky from West Seneca Club is having a 

charity cruise on Sunday, May 18th. 

  

Vintage Grand Prix July 19 & 20th and the GTO is the 

feature car.  

  

Friday, July 11 - the GTO is the feature car at the 

Wexford car cruise. 

  

April 26, Irwin kick-off cruise. Pre-registration $8.00, 

$10.00 day of cruise. 

  

Charity drive for Independence Fund - GTO Cactus Club 

of Arizona, Denny Deal contacted chapter about 

donating $400 towards purchasing wheel chairs for 

disabled veterans. Vote approved to donate $400 to 

Independence Fund. Alan will get information as to 

where to mail check. 

  

Fun Run - Sunday, May 18th from Hickory Heights Golf 

Course to Oglebay - meet at 9:00. 

  

Bud Baer show - Sunday, June 22. 

  

Deb Decoursey won 50/50 -- $15.00 

  

24 members in attendance. 

 

Cheryl Kasper 

2014 Convention Information2014 Convention Information2014 Convention Information2014 Convention Information    

We are working hard to provide up to date information 

to our club and our guests for the convention.  The 

following are ways to find information about the 

convention: 

• Attend our monthly club and convention 

meetings 

• Visit our website 

www.greaterpghgto.com 

• “Like” us on Facebook 

www.facebook.com/GreaterPghGTO 

• “Follow” us on Twitter 

www.twitter.com/GreaterPghGTO 

• Join the 2014 GTOAA Convention Facebook 

Group.  Search for “2014 GTOAA Convention” in 

Facebook and request to join the group. 

 

Your help is still needed for the 2014 Convention.  If you 

have not yet volunteered to help on a committee and 

you would like to, please contact any club officer.  They 

can discuss with you where our needs are greatest and 

try to match that up with your interests.   

 

The committees are: 

• Activities  

o Chairperson:  John Odrey 

• Car Show/Grounds 

o Chairperson:  Ken Kasper 

• Drag Race 

o Chairperson:  Bill Gilbert 

• Finance  

o Chairperson:  Alan Fabritius 

• Hotel  

o Chairperson:  Carol Odrey 

• Registration/Promotion/Sponsors 

o Chairperson:  Cheryl Kasper  

• Security 

o Chairperson:  John Owoc 

• Signage  

o Chairperson: Joe Barber (banners) and 

Ken Kasper (signs) 

• Swap Meet  

o Chairperson:  Joe Barber 

• Website/Social Media 

o Chairperson:  Mike Louttit 

 

 



Car of the MonthCar of the MonthCar of the MonthCar of the Month    

The May 2014 Car of the Month is the beautiful 1967  

GTO owned by Steve and Beth Busalacchi. 

 

 
 

Steve provided the following information. 

 

1967 GTO Hardtop base 335 hp 

Options: 

deluxe wheel discs 

two tone paint.  Montreaux Blue with Cameo Ivory top 

air conditioning 

soft-ray windows 

push button am radio 

automatic transmission with hurst dual gate shifter 

  

I purchased my GTO in 1995 from the previous owner 

who was out of Las Cruces NM.  It was built in 

Freemont, CA and delivered to a dealer in Albuquerque, 

NM.  The seller agreed to trailer it to Dallas (he had a 

brother there) and I flew down on a business trip to see 

the car (I have an uncle there).  I drove it from Dallas, TX 

all the way back to Pittsburgh with relatively no 

problems.  Maybe I was overly adventuresome back 

then.  I did find out about the common Pontiac starter 

issues on a hot engine.  For nearly 20 years now, the 

GTO has been a pleasure to own and drive.  It has a 2:93 

gear ratio so it can sail on the highway 70-

80 mph plus without any worries!  It is truly a fun car 

and brings great pleasure to our family. 

 

Welcome Recent New MembersWelcome Recent New MembersWelcome Recent New MembersWelcome Recent New Members    
 

Randal and Cindy Reece 

Club ScheduleClub ScheduleClub ScheduleClub Schedule    

Always check the calendar on our web site for the latest 

information about our schedule. 

May 10, 2014 – 8:00 AM 

Convention Meeting 

DoubleTree Hotel, Monroeville, PA 

 

May 18, 2014 

Fun Run to Oglebay 

 

May 20, 2014 – 6:00 PM (dinner) 7:00 PM (meeting) 

General Membership Meeting 

Perkin’s Restaurant, Cranberry Township, PA 

 

May 24, 2014 – 8:00 AM 

Convention Meeting 

DoubleTree Hotel, Monroeville, PA 

 

June 14, 2014 – 8:00 AM 

Convention Meeting 

DoubleTree Hotel, Monroeville, PA 

 

June 17, 2014 – 6:00 PM (dinner) 7:00 PM (meeting) 

General Membership Meeting 

Perkin’s Restaurant, Cranberry Township, PA 

 

June 22, 2014 

Budd Baer Cruise 

 

June 28, 2014 – 8:00 AM 

Convention Meeting 

DoubleTree Hotel, Monroeville, PA 

 

July 1 – 5, 2014 

GTOAA Convention!!! 

Monroeville Convention Center, Monroeville, PA 

 

July 11, 2014 

Starlite Cruise in Wexford 

GTO is the featured car! 

 

July 15, 2014 – 6:00 PM (dinner) 7:00 PM (meeting) 

General Membership Meeting 

Perkin’s Restaurant, Cranberry Township, PA 

 

July 19 – 20, 2014 

Pittsburgh Vintage Grand Prix 

Schenley Park 

 

August 19, 2014 – 6:00 PM (dinner) 7:00 PM (meeting) 

General Membership Meeting 



Perkin’s Restaurant, Cranberry Township, PA 

 

September 16, 2014 – 6:00 PM (dinner) 7:00 PM 

(meeting)  ** may be replaced by picnic *** 

General Membership Meeting 

Perkin’s Restaurant, Cranberry Township, PA 

 

October 21, 2014 – 6:00 PM (dinner) 7:00 PM (meeting) 

General Membership Meeting 

Perkin’s Restaurant, Cranberry Township, PA 

 

November 18, 2014 – 6:00 PM (dinner) 7:00 PM 

(meeting) 

General Membership Meeting 

Perkin’s Restaurant, Cranberry Township, PA 

 

December 13, 2014 – Christmas Party 

Hickory Heights Golf Course 

Pittsburgh Vintage Grand PrixPittsburgh Vintage Grand PrixPittsburgh Vintage Grand PrixPittsburgh Vintage Grand Prix    

While the Mini is the Marque of the Year at the 

Pittsburgh Vintage Grand Prix, the GTO has been 

selected as the 2014 Spotlight Car!  Our club is the host 

club for the 2014 Spotlight.  According to their website, 

the GTOs will be parked along Schenley Drive where the 

Mustangs usually park.  We need to make a BIG 

showing at the event!  There many events leading up to 

the actual race weekend.  The Car Show weekend is July 

19th and 20th.  You must register to bring a car.  

Registration is good for both days.  See the website for 

the Pittsburgh Vintage Grand Prix (www.pvgp.org) for 

event information.  

 

It is a great weekend.  Let’s show Pittsburgh how many 

GTOs we have around the city! 

 

 

    

 

 

 

New Convention SponsorNew Convention SponsorNew Convention SponsorNew Convention Sponsor    

We received a new convention sponsor in April. Thank 

you Gutter Helmet!!  

 

Classified AdsClassified AdsClassified AdsClassified Ads    

FOR SALE:  1970 Hood and Front Bumper – Excellent 

condition - $400 each or both for $700.  Email John 

Owoc at je70goat@verizon.net. 

 

WANTED:  1966 – 1967 GTO or LeMans convertible top 

switch.  Call John Bacha at 412-343-4445. 

 

Send any items for sale or wanted to 

newsletter@greaterpghgto.com.  Advertisements are 

free for club members but please limit the 

advertisements to GTO related items.  The officers 

reserve the right to refuse any advertisement for any 

reason.  Submissions are due by the 15th of the month 

to be included in the next issue. 

Club Items for SaleClub Items for SaleClub Items for SaleClub Items for Sale    

This section will show all of the club items that we have 

for sale.  This section will be completed in an upcoming 

issue. 

  



 



    



2014 GTOAA Convention Sponsors2014 GTOAA Convention Sponsors2014 GTOAA Convention Sponsors2014 GTOAA Convention Sponsors    

 

Major Sponsors 

 
 

 

Sponsors 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

Greater Pittsburgh GTO Club SponsorsGreater Pittsburgh GTO Club SponsorsGreater Pittsburgh GTO Club SponsorsGreater Pittsburgh GTO Club Sponsors    

Would you like to sponsor our club or the 2014 GTOAA Convention? 

Your advertisement could be here! 

Contact Cheryl Kasper at cherylbk@comcast.net.  



 



 



Website/Newsletter Website/Newsletter Website/Newsletter Website/Newsletter Content NeededContent NeededContent NeededContent Needed    
 

If you have pictures of a recent event (cruise, fun run, 

etc.) and you would like to share them, please describe 

the event and send the pictures to 

webmaster@greaterpghgto.com or 

newsletter@greaterpghgto.com.  Submissions are due 

by the 15th of the month to be included in the next 

issue. 

 

If your car is selected for Car of the Month, we will ask 

you for some information about your car to include with 

the pictures.  We would like to know when and where 

you bought the car, what you have done to it, where 

you like to go in it, and anything else you would like to 

tell us.  If your car is selected for Car of the Month, we 

will contact you.  Get your thoughts ready!  

 

Advertising InformationAdvertising InformationAdvertising InformationAdvertising Information    
 

Goats Cruisin’ The ‘Burgh is a monthly newsletter for 

the Greater Pittsburgh GTO Club.  It is sent to all 

members via email and current and past newsletters 

are available on our web site for anyone to view. 

$100 – Full page advertisement in our newsletter, your 

logo on our website main page, and a link to your 

website from the logo.  

$50 – ½ page advertisement in our newsletter, your 

logo on our website main page, and a link to your 

website from the logo.  

$25 – Business card advertisement in our newsletter, 

your logo on our website main page, and a link to your 

website from the logo.  

The term for all advertising is one year. 

 

Advertising Guidelines Advertising Guidelines Advertising Guidelines Advertising Guidelines     
 

Classified ads up to 50 words are free to members.  Add 

10 cents per word for any ad over 50 words. Payment is 

due upon submission. Members need to update ads at 3 

month intervals or ads will be dropped. Classified ads 

up to 50 words for non-members are $5.00 per issue.  

 

Greater PittsburghGreater PittsburghGreater PittsburghGreater Pittsburgh    GTO Club GTO Club GTO Club GTO Club 

Information Information Information Information     
 

The Greater Pittsburgh GTO Club was formed in 1998 

and is an official chapter of the GTO Association of 

America.  The club welcomes any GTO enthusiast 

interested in the enjoyment, restoration, and 

preservation of the Pontiac GTO.  Ownership of a GTO is 

not required.   

 

Along with our beloved GTOs (old and new), our club 

members and their families love to get together at the 

various club functions and events held throughout the 

year.  Typical events include cruises, shows, picnics, 

parties, and more.  The excitement that the GTO brings 

is a wonderful experience and is only further enhanced 

by being a member of the Greater Pittsburgh GTO Club. 

 

We communicate through this newsletter, Goats 

Cruisin’ The ‘Burgh, our website, Facebook, and Twitter.  

 

Club meetings are the third Tuesday of every month at 

Perkin’s Restaurant in Cranberry, PA.  Dinner starts at 

6:00 and the meeting starts at 7:00. 

 

Membership dues are $10.00 per year on a calendar 

year basis. 

 

www.greaterpghgto.com 

www.facebook.com/GreaterPghGTO 

www.twitter.com/GreaterPghGTO 

 

Address Change?Address Change?Address Change?Address Change?    
 

Has your address, phone, or email recently changed?  

Please notify Bonnie Fabritius, our club secretary, at 

secretary@greaterpghgto.com.  This will help us keep 

you informed about the club.  Thank you. 


