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Editor’s Corner
First this month, a few corrections. In the August issue
of this newsletter, the Christmas Party date was
incorrect. The correct date is December 14th not
December 7th. Also, the start date of the club was
incorrect. The club was actually started in 1998.
We have re-titled a few articles in this issue. We have
created “Corners”. The Editor’s Message has been
renamed the Editor’s Corner. The Officer’s Message has
been renamed the Officer’s Corner. We added a third
“Corner” called Convention Corner. These articles will
be in each issue.
We received some feedback about the first issue of our
redesigned newsletter. Thankfully, the feedback was
positive! ☺ Thank you to those who took the time to
let us know what they thought.
This month’s Officer’s Corner was written by Joe Barber,
our club President. You will recall that last month’s
article was written by John Owoc, our club vicepresident. This is by design. We wanted to provide a
forum for any of the club officers to provide their
thoughts.
Cruising season is quickly coming to a close. Some
cruises are already done for the season, others will go
through September and even into October. Hopefully
we will be rewarded with some nice weather this fall to
make up for the weather we had to put up with all
summer. We may be able to keep the GTOs out just a
little longer this year.
If you have any suggestions or comments about this
newsletter, please send them to
newsletter@greaterpghgto.com. Thanks for reading.
Mike Louttit

Officer’s Corner
Hello GTO club members,
Wow! This summer is going too fast! We haven't had
the GTOs out too much this summer. The weather has
not cooperated & neither have the cars. We did get the
1967 convertible back from the garage this past
week. We hope that your summer is going well.
As you know, we have been making plans for the
GTO convention next year. We hope to see you at the
meetings. We can use all of the help that we can get for
the convention.

We went to the Pontiac Nationals at Norwalk,
Ohio. The weather was great and we never miss an
opportunity to see Arnie Beswick run down the drag
strip.
We went back to Norwalk on the next weekend for
Night Under Fire. I was able to stand with the starter
behind the tree between the funny cars. John Force
and the other funny car had 8,000 horsepower each. It
shook the ground and my entire body. John went 320
mph in 4 seconds and won the race.
We hope to see everyone at the club picnic.
Hopefully my car will make it to the picnic.
Your president, Joe

Convention Corner
Hello fellow Greater Pittsburgh GTO Club Members,
And yet another month has passed by us faster than our
GTOs needing their gas tanks filled.
Since my last note to you in the August edition in
the "Officers Corner", I would like to bring you up to
date on our 2014 Convention.
Your Club Steering Committee met on August 17th to
begin the "Detail Work" that is necessary for us to have
this Convention proceed and occur in the smoothest
possible way. If you’re asking what have they been
doing for the last 3 years, let me try to explain some of
the work that your Club Officers and Committee Chairs
have done, and what still remains to be completed.
When we first started this endeavor there were the
issues of "Can we pull this off?","Where do we hold
this?”, etc. Once these issues were identified, we began
the efforts necessary to do a very rough budget to see if
the numbers would even come close to allow us to do
this. When we determined what we had to work with,
we were then able to begin the search for a facility, or
campus, to hold the convention. As you know, we were
able to secure the Monroeville Convention Center. That
effort presented its own group of problems and issues.
We needed to get a "Nod" from the GTOAA to proceed.
At that time, several GTOAA officers came out to review
the site. They met with our Club Steering Committee
and offered suggestions for a successful event. We then
proceeded to secure a contract with the Double Tree
with the legal agreement and use of their Convention
Center. That process required the efforts of the GTOAA
Judge Frank, who generously offered support and legal
advice during this process. After all of that, we were

well on our way. We signed a contract and now began
the process of forming committees and requesting
members to Chair those committees, which we have
done. All the previous work has brought us to this point
in time.
The next step, and probably the most crucial is to
clearly define each and every possible "Task" needed, or
action, that must occur. We will be doing this with a
method of a reverse time line. The process will be
engineered back from from July 7th 2014 to present.
The deadlines are being set, and each committee is
being asked to determine what needs to be done, when
it needs done, and what other committee(s) need to
join efforts to make that happen. We believe if we are
able to do this in the order described, it will make this
process much easier and eliminate, or minimize, any
surprises when June 30th of 2014 arrives.
I continue to ask for your help, and support, so "Please
think about offering a helping hand to us".
So until next month, enjoy the weather, enjoy the GTOs,
and most importantly come out and enjoy the
friendship and company of your fellow members.
John Owoc
Co-Chair GTOAA 2014 National Convention

Meeting Minutes
MINUTES---August 20, 2013
Perkins/Cranberry
President, Joe Barber opened the meeting with 22
members in attendance. Treasurer, Alan Fabritius gave
the treasurer’s report, which was approved by all.
Secretary, Bonnie Fabritius read the minutes from the
last meeting. They were approved by all. Vice President,
John Owoc welcomed two of our new members, Ron
and Pat Gunn. Our club discussed many upcoming
events in and around our area some of which include:

around 11:00. The club will be providing the meats,
corn and drinks and everyone will bring their favorite
side dishes.
Jim Mastroianni and Pete Muro…Club fun run to
Shanksville, PA. Waiting for available dates from those
at the Flight 93 Memorial. We are trying for either the
4th or 5th Sunday in September. Stay tuned for further
details.
Bonnie Fabritius…Club Christmas party on Saturday,
December 14 at Carmody’s in Wexford. More details to
follow around the end of September.
Mike Louttit…we still need member pictures for our
website. Our website is now being viewed by thousands
of people looking for information about the 2014
Convention. Let’s show them that we are a busy and
growing chapter with a lot of AWESOME cars! Send
your pictures to Mike Louttit at
mlouttit68gto@gmail.com.
Joe Barber…All Pontiac Show in Akron, OH. Check the
website for further details.
New member Sam Depe has invited our club to form a
fun run and cruise to Hickory Heights Golf Course in
Bridgeville. We are aiming for one of the first 2 Sundays
in October. Stay tuned and pencil in those dates to join
us and enjoy the fall foliage, etc; all while cruising in the
GTOs!
Joe noted that the POCI would be assisting at the
annual Kruzin 4 Kids in Erie on August 25 with benefits
going to the Shriners Hospital. Club members in
attendance voted unanimously to donate $100.00 for
this cause.
Joe mentioned that Arnie Beswick will be at the
Pittsburgh Raceway Park on September 28th. Anyone
interested in getting a group together to go?

John Bacha…GTO/Pontiac day at the USX Building in
Pittsburgh on Tuesday, August 27. Let John know ASAP
if you are able to make it. You would need to be there
by 9:30 and must stay until 2:30. There will be a band
and food vendors.

Convention Chair, John Owoc mentioned that we still
need committee chairs and volunteers on many of the
key committees for the convention. While we will need
as much help as possible during the week of the event,
we are in need of helpers now as we plan the “behind
the scenes” details. Please let John know ASAP if you
are able to help in ANY way.

Cheryl Kasper… Club picnic is on Saturday, September
7th at White Oak Park in the Maple pavilion. Same place
as last year. We will be getting together

It was decided to proceed with having a monthly
meeting for “regular” club matters in October and
November and then decide at the Christmas party

whether to continue to hold monthly meetings in
addition to the monthly convention meetings or to
forego the regular meetings and focus solely on the
upcoming convention. Your thoughts are welcome on
the matter.
Frank Thompson made mention that the Pittsburgh
Chapter was originally formed May 13, 1998.
The meeting was adjourned with the next being held at
the picnic on September 7th. The next regular meeting
will be held on October 15th at Perkins in Cranberry.
Respectfully submitted,
Bonnie Fabritius, Secretary

2014 Convention Information
Stay up-to-date about our convention activities:
•
•
•
•
•

Attend our monthly meeting
Visit our website
www.greaterpghgto.com
“Like” us on Facebook
www.facebook.com/GreaterPghGTO
“Follow” us on Twitter
www.twitter.com/GreaterPghGTO
Join the 2014 GTOAA Convention Facebook
Group. Search for “2014 GTOAA Convention” in
Facebook and request to join the group.

Your help is still needed for the 2014 Convention. If you
have not yet volunteered to help on a committee and
you would like to, please contact any club officer. They
can discuss with you where our needs are greatest and
try to match that up with your interests. The
committees are:
• Hotel
• Registration/Promotion/Sponsors
• Finance
• Activities
• Car Show/Parking Lot
• Swap Meet
• Drag Race
• Security (need chairperson)
• Signage (need chairperson)

William and Deanne Baker
Don Bick

Returning members Ron and Pat Gunn
We are glad to have you in our club!

Club Cruises
Last month, I talked about the idea of regional club
cruises. Each member should try to get to the club
cruise in their region of the city each week. We are
trying to get more club members together on a regular
basis. We’re also trying to get more GTOs together. As
I said in the last issue, more GTOs together attract more
attention!
This past month, we worked to get more people at the
Norwin Hills Shopping Center on Saturday night. We try
to park all of the cars together. One week, we had
enough GTOs that I heard a number of people call it
“GTO Row”. That was cool. The next week as we were
leaving, I was in my 1968 convertible following John and
Karen Owoc in their 1970 convertible. As we were
almost to the exit, I heard a spectator say, “Hey, there’s
a GTO!” followed by “And there’s another one!” It’s
nice to be reminded that we are driving something
special.
If you haven’t been to the Norwin Hills Shopping Center
cruise for a while, stop by on Saturday night. They run
the cruise into October. Again, the whole idea behind
the regional cruises is that you just show up and
hopefully there will be a few club members there
waiting for you. I hope the other regions are doing as
well as we are in the east. The Norwin Hills Shopping
Center cruise is a large cruise and we enjoy it very
much.
Come out and see us or make it to the regional club
cruise in your area.
Mike Louttit

Other Cruises

Welcome Recent New Members

Several club members have asked me to make the club
aware of several other area cruises. These are not the
regional club cruises that have been designated but we
would all like to know about more cruises!

Welcome to the following people who recently joined
our group:

The first is the Ox Roast Car Show. It is a three day
event starting on August 30th and ending on September

1st. It is held at the Trumbull County Fair Grounds
4181 Hoagland Blackstub Rd. Cortland, OH 44410. I
realize that you are probably receiving this newsletter
after the event is over but keep an eye out for it next
year! Their web site is www.oxroastcarshow.com.
The next is the 7th Annual Penn Township Car Cruise
(At the Festival). It will be held on September 21st from
12:00 pm until 4:00 pm at the Municipal Park in
Harrison City, PA. Their web site is
http://www.penntownshipfallfestival.com.
The next cruise is the weekly cruise at the Lamplighter
Restaurant on Route 22 in Delmont, PA. This cruise is
every Thursday night from 5:00 pm until 8:00 pm and
runs through October.
Please allow me to plug a cruise that I chair. I chair a
Car Cruise to benefit the Franklin Regional High School
Marching Band in Murrysville. The cruise is on
September 29th from 11:00 until 4:00 on the Franklin
Regional Campus. You will find the flyer later in this
newsletter. This is only the third year for the cruise and
last year it poured so we’re still new at this!

Car of the Month
The September Car of the Month is the beautiful 1974
GTO owned by Robert & Jodie Paouncic.
Robert and Jodie provided the following answers to the
Car of the Month Questionnaire:
1. Tell us about your car (year, model, drivetrain,
options, etc.
My car is a 1974 Pontiac GTO original numbers
matching drive train WW3 GTO Option Aqua
Mist paint white cordava top bucket seats
front&rear bumper strips am radio 350 turbo
hydramatic front disc brakes rubber floor mats
power steering tinted glass Ventura Custom
Package
2. How long have you had the car?
I got the car in 2003
3. What have you done to it since you have
owned it?
It took me 4 years 3 months to restore it

Mike Louttit

The AA-Team
Recently, I was on Facebook and I was looking at our
neighboring club, the Susquehanna Valley GTO Club.
They have this group called the A-Team. When club
members need help, they call in the A-Team. It is
simple….members helping members. What a great
concept for a club! Can we borrow that idea and
implement it in our own club? I sure hope so. I hope
that is the type of club that we are!
Think about it. Club members get together and have a
great time. Experts will do the hard work but they will
also teach, passing on their knowledge to others. Less
knowledgeable people will do the easier work and be
gophers (getting tools, cleaning up, etc.). But they will
also be learning. Kick in some pizza and beer and you
have the makings of an amazing day!
I see this happening several times a year. Let me know
what you think.
If you are interested in being a member of this team,
please email newsletter@greaterpghgto.com.
Mike Louttit

4. What is your favorite memory with the car?
When the owner said I could buy the car for
$1000
5. How often do you drive the car?
I drive the car as much as possible. It’s never
been in the rain
6. What else would you like the club to know
about your car?
I'm proud to be member of the club

Upcoming Events
Saturday, September 7 – club picnic at White Oak Park

Club Cruise (North) – Pittsburgh Mills
5:00 pm – 9:00 pm
357 Pittsburgh Mills Circle, Tarentum, PA 15084

Saturday, December 14 – Christmas Party at Carmody’s
Restaurant in Wexford.

September 13, 2013

One trip that is being considered is a drive to
Shanksville, PA in the fall to visit the Flight 93 Memorial.

Club Cruise (North) – Pittsburgh Mills
5:00 pm – 9:00 pm
357 Pittsburgh Mills Circle, Tarentum, PA 15084

Club Schedule

September 14, 2013

Please note – According to their web site, the Wexford
Starlite Cruise ended for the season on August 30. This
north regional club cruise will be replaced by the
Pittsburgh Mills cruise (held every Wednesday and
Friday night) for the duration of the season.

Club Cruise (East) – Norwin Hills Shopping Center
5:00 pm – 9:00 pm
Norwin Avenue, Irwin, PA 15642

September 1, 2013

Club Cruise (South) – Caste Village
4:00 pm – 8:00 pm
Baptist Rd & Grove Rd Whitehall, PA 15236

Club Cruise (South) – Caste Village
4:00 pm – 8:00 pm
Baptist Rd & Grove Rd Whitehall, PA 15236
September 4, 2013
Club Cruise (North) – Pittsburgh Mills
5:00 pm – 9:00 pm
357 Pittsburgh Mills Circle, Tarentum, PA 15084
September 6, 2013
Club Cruise (North) – Pittsburgh Mills
5:00 pm – 9:00 pm
357 Pittsburgh Mills Circle, Tarentum, PA 15084
September 7, 2013
Club Picnic – White Oak Park
11:00 am - ??
3 Muse Lane, White Oak, PA 15131
Club Cruise (East) – Norwin Hills Shopping Center
5:00 pm – 9:00 pm
Norwin Avenue, Irwin, PA 15642
September 8, 2013
Club Cruise (South) – Caste Village
4:00 pm – 8:00 pm
Baptist Rd & Grove Rd Whitehall, PA 15236
September 11, 2013

September 15, 2013

September 18, 2013
Club Cruise (North) – Pittsburgh Mills
5:00 pm – 9:00 pm
357 Pittsburgh Mills Circle, Tarentum, PA 15084
September 20, 2013
Club Cruise (North) – Pittsburgh Mills
5:00 pm – 9:00 pm
357 Pittsburgh Mills Circle, Tarentum, PA 15084
September 21, 2013
Club Cruise (East) – Norwin Hills Shopping Center
5:00 pm – 9:00 pm
Norwin Avenue, Irwin, PA 15642
September 22, 2013
Club Cruise (South) – Caste Village
4:00 pm – 8:00 pm
Baptist Rd & Grove Rd Whitehall, PA 15236
September 25, 2013
Club Cruise (North) – Pittsburgh Mills
5:00 pm – 9:00 pm
357 Pittsburgh Mills Circle, Tarentum, PA 15084
September 28, 2013

Club Cruise (East) – Norwin Hills Shopping Center
5:00 pm – 9:00 pm
Norwin Avenue, Irwin, PA 15642
September 29, 2013
Club Cruise (South) – Caste Village
4:00 pm – 8:00 pm
Baptist Rd & Grove Rd Whitehall, PA 15236

For Sale/Wanted
1970 Hood and Front Bumper – Excellent condition $400 each or both for $700 je70goat@verizon.net
Send any items for sale or wanted to
newsletter@greaterpghgto.com. Advertisements are
free for club members but please limit the
advertisements to GTO related items. The officers
reserve the right to refuse any advertisement for any
reason. Submissions are due by the 15th of the month
to be included in the next issue.

Club Items for Sale
This section will show all of the club items that we have
for sale. This section will be completed in an upcoming
issue.

Pictures Wanted
We have an area on our web site for members’ cars.
We would like to get pictures of all of our cars so
visitors to our site can enjoy them. If you have not yet
submitted a picture, please send a high quality digital
photograph along with your name and spouse’s name
to mlouttit68gto@gmail.com or
webmaster@greaterpghgto.com. Thank you!

Photos From Recent Events
Norwin Hills Car Cruise (East Regional Club Cruise)

GTO (and other Pontiacs) Day at USX Plaza
It rained hard around noon which kept some cars at home but some braved the elements!

FRANK THOMPSON
SERGEANT AT ARMS
412-881-0729
sergeant.at.arms@greaterpghgto.com
jfrank64@hotmail.com

JOE BARBER
PRESIDENT
724-869-1729
president@greaterpghgto.com
barber565@comcast.net

JOHN OWOC
VICE-PRESIDENT
412-373-0325
vice.president@greaterpghgto.com
je70goat@verizon.net
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treasurer@greaterpghgto.com
alan69gto@gmail.com

GREATER PITTSBURGH GTO CLUB
Attn: Membership
c/o Bonnie Fabritius
136 Ridge Avenue
Beaver Falls PA 15010

MEMBER APPLICATION
ANNUAL DUES $10

BONNIE FABRITIUS
SECRETARY
724-480-6910
secretary@greaterpghgto.com
alan69gto@gmail.com

MIKE LOUTTIT
WEBSITE COORDINATOR
724-733-9056
webmaster@greaterpghgto.com
mlouttit68gto@gmail.com

(Membership Year runs Jan. 1st – Dec. 31st)
Name____________________________________________________________________________
Last
First
Spouse’s Name_____________________________Anniversary Date_________________________
Address__________________________________________________________________________
Year and Model(s) of Car(s)__________________________________________________________
Your Birthday_______________________________Spouse’s Birthday________________________
Telephone Number___________________________Cell Phone_____________________________
E-Mail Address____________________________________________________________________
Signature__________________________________Date___________________________________
GTOAA Member ____Yes _____No

Membership #________________Exp. Date____________

How did you hear about us? __________________________________________________________
NOTE: Mail dues and completed application form to above address or give to any of the club officers
www.greaterpghgto.com
***NOTE: Dues MUST be paid by 12/31 to be included in the annual roster and receive club information***

2013 Cow Pattie Bingo
and Car Cruise
Proceeds benefit the Franklin Regional Band

Bring the entire family!
Something for everyone!
Cow Pattie Bingo
Car Cruise
Food
Vendor Fair
Games
Cake Walk
Basket Raffle
50/50
DJ – Jeff Allen (WLSW-FM 103.9)

Date:
September 29, 2013 (rain or shine)
Time:
11:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.
Location: Franklin Regional Campus
3200 School Road
Murrysville, PA 15668
See www.frband.com for details!

Would you like to sponsor our club?
Your advertisement could be here!

Contact Cheryl Kasper at cherylbk@comcast.net.
We will have a form available in the next issue.
See below for rate information.

Website/Newsletter Content Needed
If you have pictures of a recent event (cruise, fun run,
etc.) and you would like to share them, please describe
the event and send the pictures to
webmaster@greaterpghgto.com or
newsletter@greaterpghgto.com.
Submissions are due by the 15th of the month to be
included in the next issue.
If your car is selected for Car of the Month, we will ask
you for some information about your car to include with
the pictures. We would like to know when and where
you bought the car, what you have done to it, where
you like to go in it, and anything else you would like to
tell us. If your car is selected for Car of the Month, we
will contact you. Get your thoughts ready!

America. The club welcomes any GTO enthusiast
interested in the enjoyment, restoration, and
preservation of the Pontiac GTO. Ownership of a GTO is
not required.
Along with our beloved GTOs (old and new), our club
members and their families love to get together at the
various club functions and events held throughout the
year. Typical events include cruises, shows, picnics,
parties, and more. The excitement that the GTO brings
is a wonderful experience and is only further enhanced
by being a member of the Greater Pittsburgh GTO Club.
We communicate through this newsletter, Goats
Cruisin’ The ‘Burgh, our website, Facebook, and Twitter.
Club meetings are the third Tuesday of every month at
Perkin’s Restaurant in Cranberry, PA. Dinner starts at
6:00 and the meeting starts at 7:00.

Advertising Information

Membership dues are $10.00 per year on a calendar
year basis.

Goats Cruisin’ The ‘Burgh is a monthly newsletter for
the Greater Pittsburgh GTO Club. It is sent to all
members via email and current and past newsletters
are available on our web site for anyone to view.

www.greaterpghgto.com
www.facebook.com/GreaterPghGTO
www.twitter.com/GreaterPghGTO

Advertising Rates (one year term)
$100 – Full page advertisement in our newsletter, your
logo on our website main page, and a link to your
website from the logo.
$50 – ½ page advertisement in our newsletter, your
logo on our website main page, and a link to your
website from the logo.
$25 – Business card advertisement in our newsletter,
your logo on our website main page, and a link to your
website from the logo.

Advertising Guidelines
Classified ads up to 50 words are free to members; add
10 cents per word for any ad over 50 words. Payment is
due upon submission. Members need to update ads at 3
month intervals or ads will be dropped. Classified ads
up to 50 words for non-members are $5.00 per issue.

Greater Pittsburgh GTO Club
Information
The Greater Pittsburgh GTO Club was formed in 1998
and is an official chapter of the GTO Association of

